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Public  and  Private  Credit  con^  and  the  greater  number  of  thofe  imio- 
ftdered.  lent,  luxurious,  and  extravagant  people  * 

there  are  in  a  nation,  the  lefs  will  the  na- 
HAV£  lately  read  a  great  deal  that  tion  gain  on  the  general  balance  of  trade 
has  been  written  on  the  ufe  andabufe  in  any  given  time.  It  would,  therefore, 
nfPuBLicand  Private  Credit;  a  be  happy  if  all  fuch  credit  could  be  abo- 
lubje^l  of  the  greateft  importance,  but  lifhed. 

which  feems  to  be  cither  very  little  un-  But  Credit  obtained  for  encourag* 
derftood  by  the  writers  who  have  treated  ing  and  extending  commerce t  is  not 
bf  it,  or  purpofely  mifreprefented,  with  only  advantageous  to  individuals,  but  to 
A  view'  rather  to  national  inveliive  than  the  public.  Bills  or  notes,  iifued  by  per* 
Public  information*  In  what  1  have  fons  in  trade,  with  a  view  of  making  a 
now. to  offer,  I  lhall  difregard  all  tempo-  greater  advantage  of  the  money  they 
rary  accidents,  and  confider  the  fubjed  borrow,  than  the  intereft  th^  pay  to  the 
in  its  natural  tendency,  as  it  refpeds  pr/-  lenders,  are  moft  certainly  highly  benefi- 
vate  necejfity^  general  trade ^  and  na^  cial :  and  the  greater  the  value  of  thefe 
t tonal  expediency.  notes,  and  the  lower  the  intereft  or  pre- 

As  to  the  firft  head.  Credit  that  is  mium  is  for  circulating  (or,  in  other 
obtained  to  fupply  a  man’s  private  ne-  words,  for  negotiating)  them,  the  more 
eejftyfm  order  to  maintain  his  current  profitable  they  muft  lx ;  for  a  man,  who, 
ogpence  or  extravagance,  is  moft  cer-  by  borrowing,  has  10,000 1.  in  circulati- 
tfioly  ruinous  to  the  perfon  who  pro-  on,  can  certainly  carry  on  a  more  exten* 
cures  it,  and,  eventually,  to  the  perfont  five  and  lucrative  trade,  than  the  man 
who  give  it ;  becaufe,  when  a  m^,  with-  who  has  but  loool.  in  circulation  in  the 
out  any  extraordinary  charge  interven-  fame  branch,  even  though  that  1000 1. 
Ing,  fpends  more  than  his  income,  he  ge-  fhould  be  all  his  own  money.  And,  at 
nerally  goes  on  fpending  and  borrowing,  the  trade  of  a  whole  nation  is  only  the 
tilt  he, has  borrowed  more  than  be  has  aggregate  of  the  trade  of  every  individu- 
fubftance  to  pay,  and  then  both  the  bor-  al,  it  will  follow,  that  the  greater  the  va- 
rowers  and  lenders  muft  proportiona-  lue  in  bills  of  credit  that  are  thus  em- 
BJy  be  fufferers.  Nay,  credit  of  this  ployed,  the  greater  the  trade  of  the  na- 
kind  is  not  only  hurtful  to  individuals,  tion  will  be.  It  is,  therefore,  fclfevident- 
but  to  the  community^  becaufe  it  en-  ly  the  intereft  of  the  nation  to  encou- 
ables  prodigals  to  live  for  a  time  in  a  rage  the  emiflion  and  circulation  of  bill# 
more  indolent,  luxurious,  and  expenfive  of  credit  in  trade,  and  to  reduce  tbc.iav 
manner,  than  they  otberwife  could  do ;  tereft  upon  fuch  bills  as  low  as  poftible, 
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To  do  thii,  nothing  could  be  more  that  ten  millions  iflucd,  have  received 
happily  devifcd  than  the  public  bank,  ten  millions  of  money  • 

Kow  that  the  credit  of  the  bank  of  Eng-  and  that  ten  millions  of  money  mull  ci- 
land  is  fully  ellabliflied,  there  is  no  inte*  ther  be  leiit  out  at  three  or  four  per. 
rc;l  paid  for  the  money  taken  in  lieu  of  cgnt»  or  they  muft  remain  in  the  bank  in 
the  notes  ilTued  by  that  bank,  and  they  caih.  If  only  two  parts  in  three  of  that 
pafs  cur.ent  for  money  in  every  part  of  fum  are  lent  out  at  a  medium  of  three 
liic  woild.  This  being  :hc  cafe,  the  di-  and  a  half  per  cent,  what  a  vaft  revenue 
Tcdors  oi  that  bank  can  altord  to  negoci-  n^uft  that  company  be  pofltfied  of  (not 
ate  the  iu4es  c »  merchants,  and  others  lels  than  between and  three  hun» 
cmplovi'd  in  trade,  at  a  very  eafy  rate;  dred  thoufand  pounds  a’year)^{oTiiViVf 
and  that  it  is  their  duty  lo  to  do  will  ap-  keeping  people’s  money  for  them,  with* 
pear  from  the  following  confider.ations  :  out  contributing  one  fhillingto  the  pub- 
F/e/7,  Beeaufe  it  is  the  duly  of  every  lie  (lock,  by  the  profecution  of  any  one 
man,  and  every  body  men,  to  promote  ufe(ul  art,  raanufai^lnre,  or  branch  of 
the  public  good,  win  n,  by  lo  diung,  they  commerce  w'hatever?  Vie w^ed  in  this light^ 
ev  idently  contribute  to  their  own  emo-  (and  in  this  light  only  the  bank  muft  be 
luimnt.  viewed),  if  it  wdtholds  it*  aid  from  the 

Secondly i  Hecaiife  the  facilitating  the  induftrious  trader,  it  w  ill  appear  like  a 
ciiculatu  n  of  hills  of  credit  in  trado,  by  vaft  overgrown  drone  in  a  hive,  devour- 
r.egoci  iting  t’lu  ni  on  eafy  terms,  is  not  iiig  the  greateft  part  of  the  honey  as  falk 
c'liK  a  p'obablc  means  of  extending  as  the  laborious  bees  can  colledt  it.  But, 
trade,  and  eucoinaging  iiiduftry,  but  of  not  to  dwell  «>n  fo  unplealing  a  fubjed.— 
Ridding  conliderably  to  the  rt  venue  of  The  I  aft  head  1  propofed  to  coniideK 
<iie  bank,  by  increafing  its  own  paper  w’as  Cat  di  t,  as  it  refpeds 
cuirrncy.  pediency.  Under  this  head,  not  only  billf 

7  hirdls\  Bccanfe  the  influence  of  the  of  credit,  exchequer  bills,  navy  bills,  con? 
bank  upon  the  general  trade  of  the  na-  traders  bills,  but,  in  fhort,  all  Icaus  to 
lion  IS  arrived  at  Inch  a  height,  by  hav-  government,  of  whatever  kind,  are  in- 
ing  amafVed  a  confiderable  (hare  of  the  clude-d.  Thefe  bills  are  not  iflucd,  nor 
national  trcalure,  that  the  lead  check  the  money  borrowed  by  government, 
given  by  it  to  the  bills  of  credit  by  which  with  a  view  to  be  employed  in  the  ex- 
commerre  is  earned  on,  has  a  very  in-  tenlion  of  trade,  or  in  Inch  a  manner  ai 
iui  ious  efieiil  upon  the  whole  circulation,  to  produce  a  greater  advantage  than  the 
And,  ihtereft  which  the  public  is  to  pay  the 

Lajily,  Bccaufe,  by  hurting  trade,  not  lenders,  but  merely  to  tupply  the  current 
only  individuals  are  greatly  diftrelTed,  exptnees,  perhap^  the  extravagance 'of 
but  the  public  revenue  is  thereby  dimi-  government;  and  furely  there  i5 as  much, 
r»ilhctl.  or  more  reafon  to  dilcDiir^ge  thefe  bi»li 

Certain  it  is,  that  the  bank  of  England,  and  thefe  loans,  in  a  pubiic,  as  in  a  pri- 
by  facilitating  the  circulation  of  bills  of  vate  capacity.  In  private  lift,  gentle- 
credit,  might  add  to  the  medium  of  trade  men  may  Impair  their  eftates,  and  their 
an  immenle  lum,  .''^lul,  at  the  fame  tinie,  next  heirs  may  rtftore  them  ;  but,  in  the 
atipiire  a  conliderablc  profit,  without  afiairs  of  government,  it  has  been  the 
rdk.  But,  while  it  ii.  under  the  direc-  univerfal  pra(5tlce  of  minifters,  to  im- 
tion  of  weak  or  narrow  minded  men,  prove  upon  each  other’s ' extravagance, 
wbo,  alarmed  at  the  appearance  of  half  a  infomuch  that,  vvhen  once  a  nation  bc- 
luillion  of  circulating  paper,  employed  in  gins  to  borrow,  it  requires  but  very  little 
ihe  laudable  piirpoles  ot  encr  uraging  in-  fagacity  to  foretell,  that  infolvcncy  muft 
tlufiry,  and  exUnding  cimmcrce,  con-  be  the  conftquence. 
tract  Its  powers,  and  withold  its  aid  in  In  the  Veign  of  C^ifcn  Anne,  when 
thr  d.;v  c't  trial,  infiead  of  a  n.itiorial  bp-  nnbbp  bJllc  rrpdir  nndpr  the  name  of 


tlufiry,  and  exUnding  cimmcrce,  con-  be  the  conftquence. 
tract  Its  powers,  and  withold  its  aid  in  In  the  Veign  of  C^iecn  Anne,  when 
thr  d-y  of  trial,  ir.fiead  of  a  national  be-  public  bills  of  credit,  under  the  name  of 
refit,  it  may  he  duadtd  as  a  dangerous  exchequer  tallies,  came  firft  into  u(c,  a 
^otttx,  in  whicli  tlurc  is  realon  to  fear  lax  was  laid  upon  the  public  for  the  dif^ 
the  whole  tuafuie  of  the  natii  n  will,  charge  of  thole  bills,  the  produce  of 
one  day  or  e'ther,  be  fwallowcd  up.  which,  in  a  certain  number  of 

I  cl  11*5  luppoie,  that  the  bank  com-  fufticient  to  liquidate  both  principal  ?nd 
pavy  rt  Ergiaiul  have  now  ten  millions  intereft.  And  when,  in  the  reign  ot 
dt  enculaliijg  paper  (1  am  credibly  in-  George  I.  it  w  as  thought  expedient  ^ 
they  have  Uvclve),  they  muft,  ftr  incrcale  the  fums  borrowed  in  the 


mef  reign»  a  finking  fund  was  cftabliih- 
t-d,  conlilting  of  the  furplulTcs  t)f  every 
kind  of  tax  laid  upon  the  I'ubjcd,  which, 
it  was  pretended,  fiionld  be  itiviolably 
appropriated  to  the  dilcharge  of  the  prin- 
tipal  debt.  Public  funds ^  in  that  reign 
took  place  of  hills  of  credit  in  the  for¬ 
mer  reign,  and,  as  they  changed  the 
iiatne,  they  have,  in  fome  meafure, 
changed  their  nature,  and,  according  to 
the  corruption  of  the  times,  are  now  be¬ 
come  infinitely  worfe. 

If  the  annual  expence  of  government 
could  not  be  defrayed  by  the  annual  re¬ 
venue,  when  the  nation  owed  little  or 
nothing,  can  it  be  fuppofed,  that  the  an¬ 
nual  expencc  can  now  be  defrayed  by  the 
annual  revenue,  when  the  annual  ex- 
pcnce  is  more  than  doubled,  by  the  ad¬ 
ditional  interelk  of  one  hundred  and 
forty-eight  millions  of  national  debt; 
and,  what  is  (till  worfe,  when  every  rc- 
fouice  for  the  liquidation  of  this  enor¬ 
mous  debt  is  exhaufted?  No  new  tax 
ran  be  dcvifed,  no  impofit ion  contrived 
by  the  fubtileft  ftatefinan,  equal  to  the 
payment  of  any  new  loan  that  may  be 
wanted,  with  the  intercft,  in  any  rea- 
fonablc  time.  What  then  miift  become 
€)f  the  old  loans  ?  The  finking  fund,  that 
was  to  be  held  iofacrcd^  was  invaded 
almott  as  foon  as  granted,  and  it  is  now 
ufed  in  common  with  other  branches  of 
the  revenue,  for  the  difeharge  of  the 
current  expences  of  the  year.  This  is  a 
lamentable  misfortune  upon  the  poor, 
and  it  is  a  canker  that  will  confume  the 
vitaU  of  the  rich.  Every  new'  tax  en¬ 
hances  the  price  of  every  commodity  u- 
pon  which  it  is  laid.  Every  new'  loan 
takes  fo  much  money  out  of  the  chaunel 
«>f  trade,  and  has  a  natural  tendency  to 
jncreale  the  intercft  of  money,  and  to 
climinifh  the  credit  of  the  merchant  and 
tradefman.  It  increafes  the  intercft  of 
lutfney,  becaufe  it  increafes  the  fum 
wanted  to  be  borrowed;  and  it  dimi- 
nifiics  the  credit  of  the  merchant  and 
tradefman,  becaufe  it  furniftics  the  idle 
and  opulent  part  of  the  nation  with  an 
opportunity  of  employing  their  money 
9t  intercft,  which  they  would  otherwife 
be  obliged  to  lend  in  trade.  Can  it  there¬ 
fore  be  wondered  at,  that  the  diftrefles 
of  the  people  arc  great,  when  meafures 
to  make  them  poor  are  multiplied,  and 
when  the  common  necefiaries  of  life  are 
out  of  their  reach  where  they  are  become 
fo. 

It  is,  Adxlyi  oext  to  infatuaCioo  for 


thinking  men  to  lock  up  their  money  in 
the  public  luhds,  when  other  fecurities 
are  to  be  had.  If  a  man  lends  his  mt  ney 
to  be  employed  in  trade,  when  he  wants 
it  again,  to  be  employed  in  tome  other 
way,  he  may  compel  hi»  debtor  to  pay 
him  the  full  fum,  with  the  ftipulated  in- 
tereft ;  but  the  public  cannot  be  com¬ 
pelled ;  the  creditor  muft  fell  out  his 
ftock  for  what  he  can  get,  and,  if  a  war, 
or  the  rumour  of  a  war  prevails,  the  fum 
he  will  receive,  like  the  fum  received  u- 
pon  a  bankruptcy,  will  prolrably  not  a- 
mourit  to  fifteen  ihillings  in  the  pound  ; 
yet  he  makes  no  complaint  of  this  lofs, 
though,  had  his  private  creditor  offered 
him  that  compofition,  after  paying  him 
five  per  cent,  inftcad  of  three,  his  mouth 
.would  have  been  opened  againft  him, 
and  he  would  have  accounted  him  the 
worft  of  knaves. 

But,  fay  fome,  the  conveniency  of 
having  an  immediate  purchafer  for  our 
ftock  upon  any  emergency ;  and,  fay  o- 
thers,  the  certainty  of  having  our  intc- 
reft  punctually  paid,  without  trouble, 
are  induccmeiiti.to  place  our  money  in 
the  funds,  preferably  to  lending  it  to  be 
employed  in  trade.  But,  docs  not  every 
one  fee,  that  this  conveniency^  and  this 
certainty s  arc  growing  every  day  more 
precarious  than  another  ?  The  reloufccs 
of  a  nation,  like  thofc  of  a  private  man, 
have  their  bounds,  and,  when  thofc  arc 
exceeded,  thefc  boafitd  advantages  muft 
ceafe.  Is  it  not  plain,  that  the  credit  of 
government  is  at  the  laft  galp,  when,  to 
lupport  it,  our  rulers  iubinit  to  the  mofk 
infamous  praCIice  of  all  ffiameful  prac¬ 
tices,  thatof  Notorious  Gambling, 
and,  by  procuring  a  muft  iniquitous  law 
in  their  favour,  give  a  fanCtion  to  a  na¬ 
tional  bubble?  Were  a  knave,  or  com¬ 
pany  of  knaves,  to  combine  t()gether  to 
traverfe  the  kingdom,  and  propofe  a 
plaufible  game  to  the  filly  part  of  the 
people,  by  which  he  or  they  conld  gain, 
at  a  cettaiuty,  fix  fiiillings  in  the  pound 
for  every  pound  they  plaved  for,  would 
not  the  juftices,  wherever  fuch  a  wicked 
crew  appeared,  think  it  their  duty  to 
lock  them  up  in  gapl,  to  prevent  them 
from  plundering  the  country  ?  And  is 
there  any  difference  in  the  game  at  lot¬ 
tery,  but  that  the  crime  is  heightened  by 
the  authority  by  which  it  is  fani^tified, 
and  by  the  infinitely  greattT  latitude  that 
is  given  to  fraud  and  deceit,  in  the.  nu¬ 
merous  lottery- offices  that  every  where 
fvvarjoa  in  this  metropolis,  than  could  c- 
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ver  be  committed  by  the  moft  flagitious 
fet  of  vagabiindi  that  ever  were  let  lool'c 
upon  the  public? 

In  this  tituation  of  things,  fliould  ano¬ 
ther  war  break  out,  and  every  one  hurry 
to  market  with  hiri  flock,  as  undoubted¬ 
ly  many  would,  where  would  then  he 
the  conveniency  of  purchafers?  The 
banking  gentlemen,  who  have  profited 
moft  npv>n  thefe  occafions,  have  lately 
received  a  check  that  will  not  eafily  be 
forgotten.  And  fhould  ill  foccefs  attend 
the  firfl  fctling  out  of  the  war,  and  ren¬ 
der  an  immediate  fupply  ablolutely  ne- 
teir.iry  to  award  the  common  danger, 
where  then  would  be  the  certainty  of 
baviiig  the  intereft,  due  to  the  public 
creditors,  duly  paid  ?  Thefe  arc  not  ideal 
fuggeftions,  but  certain  and  incontro- 
verlib’.e  rcafonings,  the  truth  of  which 
may  be  »n  part  verified  before  the  dole 
of  the  prefent  feffion  of  parliament.  If 
Inch,  then,  be  the  real  ftate  of  public 
credit,  that  no  Ipecies  of  private  credit 
can  be  more  precarious;  thofe  who  are 
wife  will  lend  their  money  to  be  employ¬ 
ed  ill  trade,  and  thereby  give  encourage- 
menc  to  honeft  induftry,  rather  than  to 
a  gambling  government. 

Reflexions  on  Dramatic  Perform 
rnances, 

IV  the  ftage  fhould  be  really  what  the 
generality  of  our  polite  writers  tell 
us  it  ought  to  be,  a  fchool  of  agreeable 
morality,  it  naturally  follows,  that  thofe 
play<  are  the  beft  which  afford  us  the 
mofi  pleafing  inflrudion,  and  that  it  is 
neither  a  ftriit  adherence  to  the  feverity 
4)f  critical  difcipline,  nor  a  llavifh  imita¬ 
tion  of  the  anticnts,  which  can  poflibly 
co’ditutc  the  excellence  of  dramatic  li- 
te*  .luie. 

N'»:hinp  is  more  ncceffary  for  an  au¬ 
thor  to  confider,  who  means  to  exhibit 
liix  prinludions  upon  the  flage,  than  the 
f  111  us  of  the  i>eople  before  whom  they 
9  •  to  be  rcprclVntcd ;  different  countries 
bue  their  d!ire.cnt  manners,  and  on  this 
fi  rp’e  accoiinf  it  is  utterly  impoffiblc 
tvci  to  ei^^iblilh  an  uuiverfal  criterion 
lot  ir.iniaiic  excellence  in  writing. — - 
T  he  c*  Id  declamation for  inftance, 
ch  fiiit  the  talte  of  a  French  audience, 

•  1  make  an  Englifiiman  yawn  at 
.-I’uc-houfe;  and,  on  the  other 
<  t  ut  force  of  fable,  that  ftrength 
oU  iind  variety  of  bufaefs,  which  is 
to  cnterulQ  an  EnglilU  audi« 
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cncc,  would  be  deemed  impertinent  of 
pantomimical,  barbarous  or  unnatural, 
according  as  the  piece  happened'  to  be 
comic  or  diflrefsful,  by  the  refining  cri- 
ticifm  of  a  Parifian  theatre. 

It  is  whimfical  enough  to  hear  our 
modern  critics  recommending  the  an¬ 
ticnts  to  our  imitation,  as  the  great  fa¬ 
thers  of  the  drama,  when  they  them- 
felves  acknowledge,  that  even  the  beft 
tragedy  of  Sophodes  would  be  banifhed 
indignantly  from  ourftage;  not  becaufa 
it  would  want  either  the  fire  of  exalted 
genius,  or  the  fpirit  of  animated  poetry, 
but  bccaufc  it  would  want  that  redun¬ 
dancy  of  bulinefs,  that  complication  of 
incident,  which  alone  can  keep  a  Britifh 
audience  from  manifefiing  a  public  dif- 
approbation.  A  fine  poem  may  be  a 
very  bad  play ;  a  fine'  play  may  be  a  vc-* 
ry  bad  poem.  Addifon’s  Cato  is  the 
former — the  verfification  is  polifhed— 
the  fentiments  elevated — the  charaden 
marked — the  manners  confiftent — and 
the  conduct  critical. — Yet,  with  all  thefe 
advantages,  it  languilhes  moft  mifcrably 
in  the  exhibition. — All  our  reverence  for 
the  authcM*  is  ncceffary  to  reftrain  our 
difguft,  and  had  not  the  political  circum- 
ftances  attending  its  original  appearance, 
fortunately  rendered  it  a  favourite  uo 
lefs  with  the  Tories  than  the  Whigs,  we 
arc  confident  it  could  never  have  furvi- 
ved  a  fecond  reprefentation. 

Y'et,  even  admitting  that  Sophocles 
and  the  various  celebrated  tragic  writcrt 
of  antiquity  abounded  as  much  in  inci* 
dent,  as  they  arc  notorioufly  deficient  in 
that  ncceffary  article,  there  is  onccip- 
cumftance  which  would  render  them 
not  only  difagreeable,  but  ridiculous  on 
our  llage ;  the  claffical  reader  muft  fee 
we  allude  to  the  chorufes  of  thefe  poets, 
which  are  alw’ays  otfenfivc  to  common 
fenfe,  and  conftantly  deftroying  every 
idea  of  probability.  About  ten  years 
ago,  a  fenfiblc  fatirical  piece,  intitled  the 
Wilhes ;  or.  Harlequin’s  mouth  opened, 
was  performed  in  the  fummer  feafoo^  at 
Drury-lanc' theatre,  under  the  diredioa 
of  Mr  Murphy  and  Mr  Foote. — The  au* 
thor  of  this  ingenious,  performance  in*- 
troduced  an  epifode,  which  illuftratet  , 
the  prefent  obfervation  relative  to  the 
Greek  chorus  very  happily.  The  ep^  j 
fode  confifted  of  a  mock  tragedy, 
was  called  Gunpowder  Treafoo, 
which  the  fuppofed  writer,  Mr  Diftrcft, 

made  Guy  Faux  naturally  enough  the  j 

hero.  When  Guy  oogucs  to  that  paflil® 
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where  he  purpofes  to  blow  up  the  par- 
luinent  houfc,  the  chorus  exhorts  him 
to  reje^  lb  barbarous  an  enterprize,  and 
make  ulV  of  all  the  arguments  which  arc 
(ji)V!oun/  applicable  in  i'uch  a  iituation. 
Guv,  however,  continues  immoveably 
fixed,  and  prepares  to  execute  his  hor¬ 
rid  relblution;  on  which  one  of  the 
fpectators  inquires,  why  the  chorus  docs 
not  immediately  fend  for  a  conilable,  and 
carry  the  villain  before  a  juftice  of  peace. 
Mr  Diltrefs  anfwers  fomething  to  this 
cftccl:,  “  Poh,  poh,  that  would  be  natu¬ 
ral,  and  the  chorus  is  never  to  difeover  a 
fccrct.” — 

When  we  fee,  therefore,  that  the 
preateft  of  the  Grecian  |)oct8  are  fo  ge¬ 
nerally  dellitute  of  bufmefs,  as  to  be 
inoftly  dramatic  converfations ;  and, 
when  we  fee  the  chorus,  the  vehicle 
through  which  the  argumentative  part 
of  their  plays  is  chiefly  conveyed,  is  thus 
ndiculoufly  fabricated,  why  are  they 
eternally  held  up  to  us  as  objects  of  imita¬ 
tion  ?  Are  we  to  imitate  what  we  know 
will  be  difapproved,  ortocopy  an  abfur- 
dity  upon  the  authority  of  Sophocles  or 
Kiiripcdes?  Are  we  to  croud  our  flage 
with  chorufes,  when  the  chief  perfon  in 
the  drama,  is  perhaps  talking  in  a  folilo- 
<111  y  of  fomething  wholly  improper  for  a 
Iccond  car?  Or  to  tell  a  number  of  hu¬ 
mane  people  our  delign  to  commit  a 
murder,  without  ever  fuffering  their  hu¬ 
manity  to  operate  agreeably  to  the  dic¬ 
tates  of  juftice?  In  fa<ft,  highly  as  the 
Greek  (lage  may  at  prefent  be  admired 
by  the  affe<S:ation  of  criticifni,  our  own 
is  upon  a  much  better  eftaWilhment. — It 
is  not  governed  by  the  laws  of  compofi- 
tion,  but  by  the  principles  of  common 
fenfe.— Whatever  is  repugnant  to  natutc 
is  with  UH  immediately  condemned ;  and, 
though  we  tolerate  many  feenes  in  fa¬ 
vourite  pieces,  which  are  palpably  unna¬ 
tural,  the  beauties,  neverthelefs,  mull 
greatly  exceed  the  imperfciJlioiis,  to  ob¬ 
tain  fo  confiderablc  an  indulgence  at  our 
hands. 

T9  the  Publisher  the  Weekly 
Magazine. 

SIR 

YRTILLA’s  letter  has  been  read  by 
many  of  your  friends  with  the 
moft  finccre  pleafure.  Happy  were  it  if 
our  ladies  of  rank  would  fufc^itutc  the 
cxcrcifes  in  which  your  fair  correfpon- 
dcut  and  her  afiodates  are  engaged,  m 


place  of  frivolous  amufements,  idle  talk; 
light  reading,  and  cards,  if  hiflory 
could  gain  the  attention,  and  employ  tlie 
leifure  commonly  bellowed  upon  thclc 
dellruiflive  devourers  of  precious  time^ 
the  underftanding  of  our  ladies  would 
acquire  a  (Ircngth  ami  folidity  which 
would  render  them  the  leniible  compa* 
nions  of  fenlible  men.  The  capital  and 
undifputed  fads  of  biflory  form  a  wide 
and  firm  foundation  of  fubllantial  know* 
ledge,  on  which  the  whole  fabric  of  the 
philofophy  of  the  mind  may  rife  in  aJi 
its  juft  proportions.  The  lady,  in  whofe 
mind  the  leading  fads  of  hiftory  are  laid 
e^^rly  in  life  and  who  has  judgment  to 
conned  them  with  what  paifes  before 
her  eyes,  has  fairly  entered  upon  the  llu#- 
dy  of  human  nature,  will  advance  in  real 
knowledge,  and  grow  wifer  and  better 
every  day  of  her  life. 

The  modeft  timidity  cxprelTcd  by 
Myrtilla^  in  her  addrefs  to  you,  will  in- 
fure  to  her  and  her  fociety  your  and  the 
public  patronage  and  protedion.  Me* 
rit  will  in  you  always  find  a  generous 
friend.  Female  merit,  foconfpicuuus  ia 
this  amiable  alTociation,  may  be  aflured 
of  all  imaginable  fecurity  againfl  every 
illiberal  attempt  to  check  that  happy  cu- 
rioflty  which  is  the  mother  and  nurfe  of' 
ufeful  knowledge. 

The  tranfport  of  pleafure  felt  by  Myr^ 
tilla  and  her  friends,  when  they  di^o» 
vered  the  golden  age  of  Caledonia,  is 
very  liatural.’  Nor  is  there  any  alledlioR 
of  the  human  heart  more  laudable  than 
the  love  of  our  country.  Cultivate  it, 
ye  charming  fair  !  Diffufe  it  all  around 
you.  Defpife  the  fondeft  admirer  who 
f«.els  not  its  force;  and,  after  you  have 
given  your  hand  to  feme  worthy  patriot, 
tranfinit  the  generous  fentiment  to  your 
offspring.  Happy  fball  the  defeendentt 
be  of  mothers  fo  highly  qualified  to  en¬ 
due  the  tender  fufceptiblc  heart  with 
feelings  and  habits  fo  favourable  to  the 
deareft  interefts  of  mankind  i 
‘  But  your  fair  correfpoiKlcnt  muft  not 
exped  an  abfolute  certainty  that.tbia 
fame  golden  age  had  an  cxtftcnce  in  Ca¬ 
ledonia.  Our  bards  have  fung,  and  our 
hiiloriaos  celebrated  the  praifes  of  the 
Aborigines  of  our  country:  But  literary 
monuments  are  wanting  to  afeertain  the 
hiftory  of  our  anceftors  before  the  inva-  . 
fion  of  our  ifland  by  the  Romans.  Ever 
ry  country  hath  its  fabulous  age.  That 
of  Greece  has  been  delebrated  for  agei 
paft|  aod  will  cootioue  to  gain  atteotfot 
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and  give  delight  to  the  end  of  time. 
Caledonia  h  id  alib  her  poets,  in  fume  re- 
Ipeds  interior  to  none  in  antiquity. 
The  glow  of  poetical  genius  ditFules  the 
wrnamentsof  iinaglnatian  around  even:s 
that  are  memorable.  But  fads  are  the 
foundation  on  which  the  poet  ereds  the 
fabric  of  his  fancy.  Therefore  I  know 
no  good  reafon  why  we  may  not  indulge 
the  idea  of  the  hcroifm  of  the  fons  and 
daughters  of  Caledonia  in  former  times, 
with  the  fame  delight  we  feel  when  we 
j)erufe  the  Iliad  or  Odyfley. 

Your  correfpondent  very  properly  re¬ 
fers  the  foluiion  of  her  difficulties  to  the 
dark  induftry  of  antiquarians.  Their 
province  it  is  to  pierce  into  the  deep  ob¬ 
scurity  under  which  the  remote  hiftory 
of  Scotland  lies  concealed.  The  barba¬ 
rous  policy  of  Edward  the  firft  of  Eng¬ 
land,  and  the  intemperate  zeal  of  mir 
firlt  reformers,  have  rendered  theirs  a 
tiifficult  and  difHgrceable  talk.  But,  how 
antiquated  foever  my  opinion  w’lll  be 
thought,  I  cannot  help  believing,  that,  to 
the  judicious  antiquarian,  focicty  is  ftill 
more  indebted  than  to  many  of  our  mo¬ 
dern  hiftorians.  Six:iety,  in  its  moft  po- 
iiihed  ftate,  is  more  benefited  by  the  hif¬ 
tory  of  the  firft  ages,  than  of  the  more 
refined  periods  of  kingdoms  and  Hates, 
it  is  a  painful  and  arduous  work,  and 
requires  much  patience  and  learning,  to 
inveftigate  the  firlt  ages  of  fociety;  but 
then  men’s  a(Hions  Ipring  from  the  heart,' 
and  afi'ord  inflriuHion  to  men  in  any 
Itagc  of  refinement.  In  the  later  ftate 
of  human  nature,  it  is  generally  difficult 
to  difeover  the  principles  of  action.  In 
the*  former  the  fprings  of  condutft  are  ob- 
>ious.  After  all  the  political  conjedures 
formed  by  laic  hiftorians,  concernifjg  the 
principles  of  action  which  brought  to 
pafs  the  capital  events  they  record,  we 
arc  (till  in  the  dark  concerning  what  it 
imports  us  chiefly  to  know ;  but  the  firft 
ages  of  fociety  do  not  permit  us  to  heli- 
tate  concerning  the  principles  upon 
which  they  proceeded.  Why  then  have 
our  late  poliffied  hiftorics  omitted  to  in¬ 
quire  into  the  origin  of  ihofe  ftates,  of 
whole  more  refined  ftages  they  contain 
fuch  elegant  deferiptions?  Why  are  its 
firft  and  moft  inftrudive  ages  treated 
with  contempt  ?  And,  whilft  the  gay  and 
fuperficial  reader  is  amufed,  and  the  in¬ 
genious  entertained,  why  are  the  hopes 
of  the  man  who  reads  for  inftru<ftion  in 
the  knowledge  of  the  human  heart  fo 
dilappointed  i 


I  am  noantiquary  nor  hiftorian  but  hope 
to  induce  fome  of  your  friends  who  have 
genius  and  leifurc  for  fuch  inquiries,  to 
favour  MyrtilU,and  many  others  who 
wilb  for  inftrudion  from  your  Mifcellaoy 
as  well  as  entertainment,  with  their  dif-. 
coveries  concerning  the  origin  of  the  Ca¬ 
ledonian  ftates.  Tacitus  is  the  anticat 
hiftorian  who  has  thrown  moft  light  u- 
pon  this  fiibjed.  He  knew  human  nature, 
and  has  made  more  ufeful  difeoveries 
concerning  the  w’orkings  of  the  human 
heart  than  any  other  hiftorian  I  know. 
He  inquired  into  the  antiquities  of  Ger¬ 
many,  and  from  thefe  has  drawn  out  a 
fyftem  of  government;  and  from  him  we 
learn  that  the  Britilh  conftitution  was 
forged  in  the  woi)ds  of  Germany.  Frutn 
the  defeription  he  gives  of  the  antient  in¬ 
habitants  of  Germany,  I  am  led  to  con- 
jedurc,  that  this  country  w'as  inhabited 
by  the  fame  people  long  before  the  Ro¬ 
man  invalion ;  their  language,  their 
drefs,  their  arms,  their  manner  of  life 
and  methods  of  fighting,  their  cuftomi 
and  religion  were  the  fame.  The  vici¬ 
nity  of  Gaul  is  indeed  a  chief  objedion 
to  this  hypothefis,  and  it  iniift  be  allow-* 
ed  that  there  are  rcafons  for  believing 
that  the  fouth  and  weft  of  Britain  were 
peopled  from  Gaul.  But  from  a  minute 
comparifon  of  the  antient  Germaas  and 
Caledonians,  and  the  accounts  given  by 
the  moft  refpedable  hiftorians  of  the 
Gauls  and  South  Britons,  one  is  led  to 
conclude,  that  the  South  and  North  Bri¬ 
tons  had  drawn  tlK?ir  origin  from  a  very 
different  people,  and  that  our  anccftoil 
were  from  Germany.  It  is  well  known 
that  navigation  had  arrived  to  a  degrw 
of  perfedtion  at  leaft  fufficient  for  an  emi¬ 
gration  of  Germans  into  Caledonia  many 
centuries  before  the  Roman  invalion; 
and  though  the  German  emigrant!  had 
not  been  inftruded  in  navigation  fo  well 
as  the  Phaenians  and  fome  others  weir, 
it  was  poffible  they  might  have  coafted 
it  in  their  currachs.  It  is  not  eafy  to  jay, 
how  early  the  Cimbri,  or  pofterity  of 
mcr,  might  have  arrived  in  Britain;  and  it 
is  certain  a  branch  of  the  ftock  of  ^ 
phet  was  fettled  in  Scandinavia  long 
fore  the  time  neceflary  for  our  purp^» 
Cambden  affirms,  that  of  all  the  Celtei 
who  came  from  Alia,  the  Caledonian! 
were  the  moft  honourable.  The  moft 
tural  derivation  of  the  word  Caledonia 
indicates  a  Celtic  extra^.  The  ij. 

*  Cad,  I  e.  Cdts,andD$icb  69untn» 


EDINBURGH  AMUSEMENT. 


fpoVf  n  all  over  Britain  was  Celtic,  which 
was  ufcd  by  Kenneth  M*Alpin  and  his 
lubjet^tb  when  thePi(its  were  incorpora¬ 
ted  with  the  Scots.  Tacitus  informs  us, 
that,  when  the  Romans  invaded  Britain, 
Caledonia  was  inhabited  by  a  multitude 
of  independent  ftates.  Of  this  number 
were  the  Fids  and  Scots;  the  former 
probably  was  denominated  from  their 
being  expert  in  committing  depredations 
on  their  neighbours  f,  and  the  latter 
from  their  being  rtuit  up  in  a  corner  of 
this  country  The  Scots  and  Irilh  call 

thtmfelves  and  each  other  Gael  or  Celts, 
and  they  unite indiftinguithing  the  Wellh 
by  a  name  which  implies  that  the  fettle- 
ment  of  the  former  was^of  a  moreantient 
date  than  that  of  the  latter.  An  illite¬ 
rate  Highlander  to  this  day  knows  no¬ 
thing  of  his  being  called  a  Scot.  Aik 
him,  and  he  will  tell  you  he  is  Gael,  one 
of  the  Celtes,  or  Albanich,  a  native  of 
Albion  §.  From  thefe,  and  many  other 
circumltances,  it  would  be  prefumed 
that  the  Caledonians,  particularly  the 
Scots  and  Fids,  were  the  moft  antient 
inhabitants  of  this  ifland  ;  and  it  might 
be  rendered  highly  prolwble,  that  the 
north  of  Ireland  received  its  firft  inhabi¬ 
tants  from  this  country;  but  your  pa¬ 
tience  and  my  time  forbid  entering  far? 
thcr  into  this  fubjed. 

The  fiift  account  given  of  the  Scots, 
by  any  Roman  author,  is  Anno  Dom* 
167.  And  Thcodofius,  with  difficulty, 
recovered  from  them  and  the  Fids  what 
they  had  feized  of  the  Roman  provinces. 
Anno*  368,  and  430.  ,Thc  &oti  and 
Fids  would  have  made  an  cafy  conqueft 
of  all  Britain,  if  the  Britons,  in  an  evil 
hour  for  thcmfelves,  had  not  invited  the 
Saxons  from  the  continent. 

Agricola,  twenty  years  before  the  end 
of  the  firft  century,  brought  Chriftians 
in  his  army  into  Caledonia :  and,  very 
probably,  Nero’s*  cruel  perfecutiuo  had 
diiven  fome  of  that  perfuafion  into  this 
country,  that  they  might  get  out  of  the 
reach  of  Human  cruelty.  The  antient 
Scots  hiftorians  affirm,  that  St  Andrew 
profelyted  many  of  their  anceftors  from 
the  infernaHVftcm  of  Druidifm;  and,  it 
is  probable,  that  Polycarp,  who  feaied 
the  Chriftian  faith  with  his  blood,  Anno 

•j*  Pifiich,  a  plunderer, 

Scode Signifies  a  corner. 

Alba  is  hardt  rough  ;  a  very  na^ 
$ural  account  of  this  ifiand  fr$m  a 
Jdelgic  Gmui* 


170,  had  fent  his'difdplcs  into  Scotland* 
But  Cbriftianity  was  the  national  reli¬ 
gion  no  fooncr  than  the  beginning  ot  the 
third  century,  when  King  Donald  em¬ 
braced  the  Chriftian  faith,  which  cer¬ 
tainly  w'as  taught  by  preachers  from  the 
Eaft,  as  appears  from  their  time  of  cele¬ 
brating  Eafter  and  the  Tonfurc.  Their 
adhering  fo  long  to  thefe  ufages,  occa- 
fioned  the  many  grofs  invedives  thrown 
out  againft  our  country  by  the  monks  of 
the  Weft,  who  were  the  hiftorians  of 
thofe  days. 

Ill  whatcaftic  or  palace  in  Jaer-Gae| 
our  Scots  kings  refided,  before  the  u- 
nion  of  the  Scots  and  Pidifti  nations,  I 
have  not  yet  difeovered;  perhaps  they 
moved  from  one  caftle  and  ifland  to  a- 
nother.  But  Icolmkill  was  the  place  of 
their  ftudies;  and  to  that  celebrated  fe- 
minary  of  learning  did  our  Scots,  Pidiffig 
and  other  princes  repair  for  inftrudiom 
in  thofe  branches  of  learning  which  dif- 
tinguilhed  fome  of  them  above  all  the 
princes  of  Europe. 

Yours,  &c. 

Phiiopaidoi# 

To  the  Publisher  of  the  Weekly 
Magazine. 

SIR, 

IT  is  a  proof  both  of  your  good  fenfe 
and  good  manners,  that  you  fo  rea¬ 
dily  admit  papers  written  by  ladies  into 
your  ufcful  Miiccllany.  •  Some  of  thefe 
papers  arc  the  greateft  ornaments,  and 
are  written  with  an  elegant  delicacy  and 
corrednefs,  which  muft  give  pleafure 
to  every  reader  of  tafl^*  How  chearfully 
ihould  your  male  correfpondents  chcrith 
this  ingenious  fpirit,  this  laudable  thirft 
after  ufcful  knowlc^e,  and  rational  im¬ 
provement,  in  their  faircountry- women? 
How  readily  (hould  they  affift  and  dirc^ 
their  ftudies,  efpecially  when  their  affif* 
tance  is  required  ?  It  is  to  oblige,  as  far 
as  1  am  capable,  your  correfpondent 
Myrtilla^  and  her  ftudious  friends,  that 
I  give  you  this  trouble,  becaufe  1  hearti¬ 
ly'  approve  of  the  plan  of  their  ftudies^ 
and  of  the  method  they  are  conduded, 
without  interrupting  any  of  the  other 
duties  of  life.  It  is  no  wonder  that 
Myrtilla  and  her  friends  are  much  per¬ 
plexed  in  reading  the  antient  hiftory  of 
their  own  country;  it  is,  in  reality,  4 
heap  of  fables,  and  thofe  not  very  well 
contrived.  I  leave,  therefore,  to  re¬ 
commend  a  few  books  to  this  amiable 
circle,  which  will,  I  bclfevc,  give  the^ 
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all  the  fatisfa<5tion  that  is  to  be  obtained 
from  books  on  this  fubje(Jt.  Father  In- 
nes  is  one  of  the  beft  and  moft  fenfible 
writers  on  the  antient  hiftory  of  Scot- 
)and,  and  hath  contributed  much  to 
clear  away  the  rubbilh  and  fables  with 
which  it  vras  long  difgraced.  The  molt 
ufeful  and  entertaining  part  of  this  au¬ 
thor’s  work,  is  his  account  of  the  an* 
tient  Scots  Hiftorians :  of  the  time  when, 
the  manner  how’,  and  the  perfons  by 
whom  our  fabulous  hiftory  was  inven- 
tc<l.  The  title  of  his  work  is,  “  a  Critical 
Eftay  on  the  antient  inhabitants  of  the 
Northern  parts  of  Britain  or  Scotland, 
two  volumes.”  When  your  fair  corre* 
fpondents  have  perufed  this  vvoiii,  they 
may  next  confult  doftor  John  Maepher- 
fon’s  Critical  Ditfertalions  on  the  anti¬ 
quities  of  the  antient  Caledonians,  which 
\yill  afford  them  both  amiifement  and 
inftriKftion,  as  it  is  written  in  an  agree¬ 
able  manner,  ard  contains  much  ufeful 
ittfurniatiun.  But  if  your  fair  ftudents 
arc  not  yet  intirely  fatisficd,  and  wifh  to 
acquire  a  more  peifcd  know  ledge  of  the 
antient  hiftory  of  this  Iflaud,  they  may 
hive  recourfe  to  the  firft  volume  of  doc¬ 
tor  Henry’s  excellent  and  learned  Hifto¬ 
ry  of  Great  Britain,  lately  piibliHied. 
This  author  hath,  with  incredible  labour, 
oolL\‘tcd  every  thing  that  is  to  be  found  in 
the  Greek  and  Roman  writers,  concern¬ 
ing  the  antient  inhabitants  of  thisifland, 
their  origin,  Pcttlements,  religion,  go¬ 
vernment,  karning,  arts,  commerce, 
manners,  virtues,  vices,  fingular  cuf- 
toms,  language,  drcls,  diet,  and  diver- 
fK)ns.  '^I'his  book,  1  Ihould  imagine, 
would  be  peculiarly  pleafing  to  ladies^ 
Ucaufc,  though  it  abounds  in  learning, 
it  is  perfe^itly  plain,  and  requires  no  ef¬ 
fort  of  attention  to  underftand  its  lan¬ 
guage. — If  thefe  hints  ftiould  be  of  any 
life  to  Mytrilld  and  her  friends,  who 
fpend  their  winter  evenings  in  fo  ratio¬ 
nal  a  manner,  in  this  age  of  diftipation,  I 
fhall  think  my  pains  well  beltow'cd  in 
fending  them. 

Yours,  6tc.  T —  R - . 

Glafg9*Wy  DtCy  15.  1772. 

To  the  Publisher  of  the  Weekly 
Mag  A  £  IKE. 

SIR, 

IN  anfwer  to  Mr  R.  B.’s  queftion 
[Vol.  xvi.  P.569.],  “  Whether  Ja¬ 
cob  committed  a  fin,  when  alked  bv  his 
father  ICiac,  thou  my  veryfonEjfauP 
And  Le  fiiJy  1 Let  the  querift 


confider  the  whole  of  this  dark  tranCic* 
tion;  let  him  compare  the  conduct  of 
Jacob  with  the  natural  dictates  of  truth 
and  equity,  and  then  afk  his  own  breaft. 

Whether  Jacob  iinned,  or  not?” 

To  this  queftion  Eubulua  has  given  a 
very  long  and  elaborate  anfwer  [Vol. 
xvii.  P.  4,  and  169.],  which  might  hare 
been  comprehended  in  much  Icfs  room. 

It  appears  to  me,  that  this  unhappy 
patriarch  was,  on  this  occalion,  guilty  of 
a  crime  of  the  deepeft  dye,  of  the  grofleft 
falfehootl,  and  moft  cruel  injuftice.  The 
ways  of  Divine  Providence  arc  inferu- 
table,  and  the  judgments  of  God  arc 
deep  as  the  floods;  yet  I  have  often 
thought  that  the  many  diftreffing  feenes, 
in  which  Jacob  was  afterwards  involved^, 
were  the  of  divine  vengeance 

againft  him,  for  the  deceit  pra<ftifcd  upon 
an  aged,  blind,  and  infirm  father,  in  or¬ 
der  to  deprive  an  elder  brother  of  his  in-. 
Iieritance,  and  all  the  privileges  of  hit 
birthright. 

.  As  parental  authority  is  the  origin  of 
government,  fo,  in  thofe  early  days,  be¬ 
fore  men  were  united  into  larger  focie- 
tics,  it  was  extended  much  farther  than 
in  ages  more  enlightened  and  refined. 
The  forms  of  conveyance  were  then  ex¬ 
tremely  fimplc  and  eafy.  The  father’s 
benedidtion,  pronounced  in  the  folcmn 
manner  in.  which  Jacob  (furreptiiioufljr) 
obtained  it,  gave  a  right  not  only  to  the 
greater  part  of  his  father’s  property,  but 
alio  dominion  over  the  reft  of  his  bre¬ 
thren.  This  fully  appears  from  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  benedii^'on  itfelf,  from  the 
atfeding  forrow  of  £fau,  and  the  Ircpi: 
dation  of  the  poor,  old,  ahufed  Ifaac, 
when  he  found  that,  with  his  own  lip«, 
he  had  irrevocably  fealed  a  deed  fo  fatal 
to  the  rights  of  his  firft  begotten. 

I  fliall  only  quote  the  blcfling  itlelf» 
from  which  the  full  force  and  cflfeifts  of 
it  may  be  eafily  diferrned.  See^  the 
fmell  of  ffty  fen  it  as  the  ftnell  of  A 
.field  tv  hie  h  the  Lord  hath  hlejfei* 
Therefore  God  give  thee  of  the  dew  of 
heaveny  and  the  fatnefs  of  t^  earth 
and  plenty  cf  corn  and  nvine :  let 
people  ferve  theey  and  nations  beta 
dovjn  to  thee :  be  lord  over  thy  hre* 
threny  and  let  thy  mothers  font  pons 
donvn  to  thee,  Curfed  be  every  one 
that  ciirfeth  th^e^  and  blejfed  he  everj 
on^  that  hlejfeth  thee !  ,  •  . 

The  laws  of  morality  arc  of  ctertai 

and  indifpenfibk  obligation.  Every 

has  a  natural  right  to  truth# 


£t)lNBUR6H 


ftire  of  furiofity  or  infanity;  and  he  who  than  improvement  in  the  moft  liberal 
trlls  a  cool  and  deliberate  falfchood,  is  arts  and  fciences.  What  I  mean  is  the 


puiity  of  a  daring  outrage  upon  the 
lights  of  the  perfon  to  whom  it  is  told. 
Nothing,  therefore,  can  be  more  bafe 
than  to  carry  olf,  by  a  train  of  deceit, 
the  powers  or  poffcffions  of  another. 
Ill  this  fcale  let  the  condii<ft  of  Jacob  and 
his  artful  niotlier  be  weighed,  and  it  will 
appear  replete  with  iniquity. 

The  ftory  is  plain,  and  may  be  fliortly 
told. 

The  good  old  father  was  blind.  In  an 
hour  when  his  heart  was  melted  with  all 
the  tendernefs  of  paternal  affedion,  he 
fends  his  cldeft  fon  into  the  field  to  hunt 
venifon,  intending,  on  his  retiirn,  to  give 
him  a  legal  inveftiture  of  his  rights  of 
fucceflion.  The  cunning  Rebecca,  ap- 
prifed  of  her  hufband’s  delign,  prepares 
for  Ifaac  a  favoury  entertainment,  to  be 
prefented  by  the  hands  of  her  darling 
ibn.  This  fon  fuggefted  a  difficulty, 
which  was  immediately  removed,  by 
cloathing  him  in  fuch  a  difguife  as  his 
father’s  blindnefs  could  not  poffibly  de- 
teff.  His  vcnce,  however,  created  a  fuf- 
picion ;  for  the  voice  was  the  voice  of 
Jacob,  thougSv|he  hands  were  the  hands 
of  Efau.  Being  interrogated  in  the  moft 
folemn  manner,  he  perfeveres  in  falfc* 
ho(Kl;  and  the  very  laft  words  he  utter¬ 
ed,  before  he  obtained  his  father's  blef- 
fing,  were  a  moft  flagrant  and  daring 
breach  of  the  laws  of  truth.  Art  thou 
fny  very  fon  Efau  ?  faid  the  good  old 
man;  and  Jacob  replied^  I  am. 

Let  any  perfon  review  the  condu<5t  of 
Jacob,  and  pronounce  him  innocent  on 
this  ixrcafion;  I  dare  to  fay,  that  whoever 
lhall  return  fuch  a  verdidt  in  his  favours, 
entertains  principles  deftrudlive  to  the 
peace  of  mankind,  and  all  the  rights  of 
civil  focicty. 

Yours,  See.  A.  C. 

To  the  Publisher  of  the  Weekly 
MaGAZ  INE. 

S  I  R,. 

S  you  permit  the  trumpet  of  Fame 
to  fpeak  aloud  in  your  Weckly’A- 
mufement,  and  as  1  find  it  has  of  late 
been  much  employed  in  proclaiming  the 
praife  of  merit,  under  whatever  difguife 
it  may  appear,  I  find  a  ftrong  propenfity 
to  try  if  my  weak  lungs  can  make  it 
found  likewife,  and,  through  the  channel 
of  your  Mtfcellany,  refound  the  praife  of 
a  merit  hitherto  unnoticed,  though  of 
&r  greater  confequence .  to  mankind^ 
VoL.  XVllL^ 


great  refinement  that  now  appears  in  the 
Chriftian  world,  particularly  refpedting 
the  obfervation  of  Sunday  (vulgarly  cal¬ 
led  Sabbath).  But  how  thall  I  find  pro¬ 
per  words  of  congratulation  to  my  dear 
fellow  Chriftians,  upon  their  happy  en¬ 
largement  from  thefe  Cruel  fetters  with 
which  our  foolilh  forefathers  were  bound* 
They,  poor  ignorant  creatures  !  imagin¬ 
ed  that,  to  fandlif^y  that  day  and  keep  it 
holy,  they  muft  not  only  abftiin  from  all 
works  that  were  not  t*f  neceflily,  but 
employ  the  •whole  day  in  religious  cxer- 
ciles;  and  they  had  not  found  out,  or 
thought  of  the  happy  expedient  wc,  their 
enliglitened  progeny,  have,  of  making 
that  day  ihorter  than  any  other  of  the 
week,  by  concluding  the  Sabbath  with 
the  public  worfliip.  No ;  pi>i*r  fiiult !  they 
rather  made  it  longer,  becaufc  it  was  but 
one  in  feven  ;  rofe  much  earlier  than 
ufual,  and  Ipent  long  evenings  in  the 
tirefome  employment  of  reading,  praying 
and  praifing  God;  whereas  we,  in  the 
literal  ienfe,  make  it  a  day  of  rej}^  indulge 
ourfclve;^  in  bed,  till  wc  have  juft  time 
enough  before  the  laft  toll  of  the  bell,  t(» 
breakfaft  and  drefs  ourl'elvcs  for  church  ; 
then,  if  it  is  a  fine  day,  take  an  innocent 
walk  before  dinner,  which  certainly  is  a 
great  help  in  bringing  the  fermon  to  our 
remembrance,  and  fits  us  for  the  after¬ 
noon’s  fcrvice,rnuch  better  than  the  old- 
faihioned  way  of  locking  ourlelvcs  up 
in  our  clofct,  for  meditation  and  prayer: 
It  alfo  enlivens  our  fpirits,  which,  as  Iboit 
as  public  worlhip  is  over,  proven  inoft 
cffedlual,  as  wc  then  find  n<»  diTpofitloii 
to  a  melancholy  retirement,  or  vifinng 
only  the  difmal  ab  nles  of  lioknefs  ami 
poverty:  No;  wc  know  this  is  a  day  of 
rejoicing,  and  therefore  we  fpend  the 
evening  in  the  way  moft  agreeable  to  our 
inclinations,  and  delpifc  the  old  cant 
word  of fpirjtual  joy t  feeking  pleafurcs 
more  natural^  fuch  as  the  focicty  of 
fome  good  friends,  who  cau  be  merry 
and  entertain  us  with  an  account  of  laft 
night’s  play,  aflembly,  or  c**ncert ;  what 
new  beauties  difpUyed  their  charms 
there,  what  dreflTcs  were  moft  enfnaring^ 
See.  See.  Then  wr  get  1‘upper  a  little 
earli^'r  th'tn  uAmI,  and  clofe  the  tedious 
day  by  finking  into  our  downy  ^ reft  an 
hour  or  fo  fmmer.  Now,  Sir,  have  wc 
not  great  caufe  to  rejoice,  that  our  na¬ 
tivity  hath  been  caft  in  fuch  h4ppy  daya 
oflibcrtyi  free  from  the  hard  drudgery  of 
E  «e 
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fpcnding  at  leaft  twelve  hours  every  fe- 
tenth  day  in  religious  cxcrciles?  1  think 
it  will  not  bear  a  doubt;  and  therefore  if 
yon  pleafe  you  may  publifh  this  in  praife 
of  the  prcfer.t  enlightened  period,  and 
that  many  may  rejoice  with 
Edin,  Dec.  21.  Christiana. 

T9  the  Printer, 

SIR, 

IDO  not  know  any  fet  of  people  fo  in- 
vctei'ale  agaiiilt  one  another  as  Chrif- 
lians,  and  that  upon  the  mod  flendcr 
motives  and  occalions.  The  dillinelion 
of  forms  and  beliefs,  the  dilfefence  in  te¬ 
nets  between  Protcllants  and  Paplfts, 
ever  fmee  the  fepiration  froin  the  See  of 
Rome,  has  pi  iKlucetl  the  molt  honid  ef- 
fed-j:  and  yet,  what  is  very  ftrange,  nei¬ 
ther  of  thele  fe.t^s  are  angry  with  the 
Turks,  Indians,  or  Africans,  the  very 
profelTcd  enemies  to  the  ChriJl^ian-reJi- 
gion,  but  fpcak  of  them,  either  in  con- 
vcrfition  or  in  their  hillotie»,  withor.t  the 
leaft  fpark  of  indignation  or  anger  wliich 
fires  them  againit  each  other:  inftead  of 
adopting  the  fame  mtxlerati^m  to  people 
who  profefs  the  fame  faith  with  Ihem- 
felves,  they  are  for  dcltroying  them,  root 
and  branch,  from  off  the  face  ofthe  earth. 
Good  God  !  what  havock  have  the  Ca- 
tlioiics  made,  as  they  are  vainly  plcafed 
to  call  themfeives,  even  within  our  own 
memory  1  Look  only  at  the  bloody 
plains,  yea  the  ravages  anvl  devaftations 
of  unhappy,  loll  Poland,  where  fon  a- 
gainft  fithe'',  friends  agiinfl  friends,  all 
robbing  and  murdt  ring  one  another  for 
a  few  trilling  dlfn  fences  in  religious  mat- 
terb.  The  Great  Founder  of  our  religion 
was  an  enemy  to  cruelty ;  his  church  lie 
founded  noon  love  and  brotherly  affec¬ 
tion,  and  left  its  own  inn<K:ence  and  fim- 
plicity  alone  its  guardian  and  protet5tor. 
Our  Saviour  neither  founded  his  religion 
in  blood,  nor  wanted  to  fupport  it  by  the 
fword,  which  every  other  religion  has 
lupported  itfclf  by.  Its  heavenly  fvftem 
nectls  no'othcr  force  but  its  own  d'vine 
truth  t«»  teflify  the  divinity  of  its  Foun¬ 
der.  Fy,  Chriflians  I  if  you  muft  con- 
firm  your  faith  by  blootl,  let  it  by  that  of 
yoUr  cuemics ;  let  tliefc  Pagans,  who 
faeked  the  feat  of  the  Chrillians,  and 
made  it  the  refidcnce  of  their  Mahomet, 
be  the  object  of  your  revenge.  Heaven 
now  gives  you  a  glorious  opportunity. 
The  Turks  are  at  this  time,  as  it  were, 
delivered  into  your  hands;  their  hearts 
arc  hardened  bilherto ;  they  would  uot 


Hften  to  the  fweet  voice  of  pc^c,  and 
now,  as  the  Lord  has  vifited  their  armies 
with  peftilence  and  famine,  they  arc 
ready  to  accept  any  terms  their  con¬ 
querors  think  proper  to  grant  them :  but 
now  it  mud  be  too  late;  the  predictions 
of  the  prophet  arc  to  be  verified,  when 
their  name  will  be  for  ever  extinguilbed ; 
therefore,  Chrillians,  let  yonr  malice 
ceafe  for  ever  among  yourfclvcs;  unite 
hand  in  hand,  roiile  to  deltroy  the  com* 
mon  enemies  of  Chrift ;  this  is  your  time; 
recover  your  loft  Jeriifalem,  and  once 
more  let  Juaea  l>e  the  land  facred  to  the 
Son  of  God.  I  have  much  more  to  add 
.  with  refped  to  the  approaching  fcftival, 
which  will  correfpond  with  the  defign  of 
thiv  letter,  but  that  I  fhall  refer  to  next 
week.  Chris  TiANUs. 

CoT>y  of  a  letter  fro-nt  an  Kmigrant  in 

N.  Carolina //‘d?;;/  the  lilands, 

to  his  friend  in  Skye. 

Dear  Sir, 

E  arrived  within  the  bar  of  Cape 
Fear  fix  days  liefore  Chriftmas 
laft,  after  a  paffage  of  twelve  weeks  and 
five  days,  during  which,  though  very  te¬ 
dious,  we  continued  in  good  health. 
After  our  arrival  we  ftaid  five  days  on 
board  the  fliip  waiting  for  boats  to  carry 
us  up  the  river  to  Wilmington.  Here 
we  ftaid  fixteen  days  waiting  for  the 
Crofs-Creek  boats  to  carry  us  up  to  that 
town,  which  tm)k  us  fourteen  days  to 
row  it,  with  four  fets  of  clever  hands^ 
and  fix  oars.  T wo  days  after  we  arriv¬ 
ed  at  Crofs-Creek,  I,  with  two  of  ouf 
friends,  went  to  take  a  view  of  the  coun¬ 
try  and  look  for  places  to  fettle  in.  Wc 
rode  abviut  eighty  miles,  and  favv  many 
good  plantations  to  be  fi>ld,  but  no  king’s 
lands  to  fettle  on  worth  our  while.  Wc 
rode  backwards  and  forwards  fix  days, 
and  icturncd  to  Crofs-Creek,  but  bought 
none.  Tvv<.»  days  after  we  rode  out  aiMV 
ther  courfe  to  a  place  called  Anfon- 
connty.  Tliore  we  faw  very  fine  lands, 
and  a  great  many  plantations  to  be  foW; 
we  furveved  the  whole,  w'hich  plcafed  us 
better  than  any  wc  had  yet  lern;  efpe- 
ciallytwo  plantations  adjoining  to  one 
another,  which  the  owner  was  to  fell  for 
ready  monvry,  as  he  wanted  to  remove  to 
the  Back-fculemcnts  of  Georgia,  where 
many  of  this  country  people  go,  after 
felling  their  lands  here. — They  ^  arc  « 
very  lazy  fort  of  people,  much  giyen 
hunting.— -Wc  bought  thefe  two 


tationsthat  joined  lines.  J.  .O — *s  place 
is  liOficres,  mine  350.  I  take  it  to  be 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  fquare.  It  is  as 
^,>od  land  as  is  to  be  got  in  this  pro¬ 
vince.  It  will  produce  indigo,  tobacco, 
cotion,  rice,  wheat,  Indian  corn,  barley,, 
rye  and  oats,  without  ever  being  dunged, 
it  lies  all  low,  but  one  hill  that  is  in  the 
jniddle  of  it,  where  I  have  my  new  houfe 
bunt.  There  is  about  fix  acres  of  level 
giouiid  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  where  I 
may  make  a  garden.  There  is  a  beauti¬ 
ful  pond  below  the  houfe,  which  is  very 
ufetui  here  for  rearing  geefe,  ducks,  See. 
Another  very  good  thing  attends  it.  The 
king’s  lands  adjoining  are  fo  very  hilly 
and  broken,  that  they  will  never  be  em¬ 
ployed,  fo  that  my  cattle  may  go  three 
miles  one  way,  and  one  another,  without 
interfering  with  any  body’s  property. — 
This  place  coft  me  forty- nine  guineas, 

which  yt)ur  K - 1  would  not  think 

grajfu7?i  enough  for  a  feven  years  tack, 
beiides  the  yearly  rent,  if  it  wa*  his  own. 

Some  people  here  tell  me,  that  if  I 
keep  my  two  feryants  and  myfelf  clear¬ 
ing  the  lands  for  two  years,  1  may  fell 
800  bulhcls  of  wheat,  and  5000  weight 
of  tobacco,  for  every  year  thereafter. 
Two  men  and  four  horfes  will  work  the 
largeft  plantation,  after  cleared.  They 
coinnioiily  plow  with  one  horfe:  they 
fow  their  wheat  here  in  Odlobcr  and 
November,  and  fomc  in  March.  They 
plant  the  Indian  corn  and  tobacco  be¬ 
tween  the  aoth  April  and  aoth  May. — 
The  lands  where  we  are  give  three  crops 
in  the  year.  They  fow  fiax-fecd  the  ift 
of  March,  which  they  pull  the  ift  of 
May.  Then  they  plant  the  ground  with 
corn,  which  is  ripe  the  latter  end  of  Sep¬ 
tember.  They  then  plant  it  with  turnip 
for  the  winter,  which  grow  very  large. 
The  worll  growth  of  Indian  corn  in  good 
lands  is  300  buibels  for  every  bufiicl  that 
is  fown  or  planted:  the  beft  growth  is 
between  4  and  500  bufhels  after  one.  I 
have  feen  ears  that  had  900  grains.  — 
T o  plant  two  or  three  buihels  is  as  much 
as  any  planter  can  attend.  It  mufl;  be 
plowed  and  howed  thrice  through  the 
fummer  to  keep  down  the  weeds,  which 
grow  very  fait  in  fat  lands. 

People  that  arc  induftrious  may  live 
here  as  well  and  as  happy  as  your  Lairds 
at  home.  The  Scots  are  much  more  in- 
dufirious  than  the  people  born  in  the 
country.  The  produce  they  fend  to 
market  is  rice,  tobacco,  indigo>  butter, 
.po^k  and  beef.  They  ^ive  tome  large 


oaen  and  hogs  to  Virginia,  where  they 
get  a  high  pric^.— The  place  1  live  in  is 
more  than  ico  miles  from  the  fcaat  Cape 
Fear:  but  it  is  much  healthier  to  live  up 
the  country  than  upon  the  rivers;  for 
there  always  rifes  a  fog  from  them  that 
is  very  unwholefome  for  ncw-comcrs^ 
My  uncle  lives  w  ithin  three  miles  of  me. 
He  bought  his  farm  from  the  fame  owner 
as  I  did  mine,  and  his  land  confifis  of 
'500  acres.  J —  M d  lives  alfo  with¬ 
in  three  miles  of  me.  We  are  the  fartheft 
back  Highlanders  that  have  come  to  this 
place. — There  are  a  great  deal  of  fifli 
caught  with  nets  upon  the  rivers  near 
us:  They  are  fine  eating,  and  much 
fatter  than  our  herrings :  They  begin  to 
catch  them  about  the  fii;fl  of  march. 

The  winter  here  is  very  pleafant ;  no 
deep  fnow  to  be  feen ;  but  the  air  is  fume- 
times  colder  than  ever  vrt  felt  it  in  Skye. 
This  is  a  very  good  country  for  a  poor 
man  to  live  in ;  fur  meal,  land  and  cattle 
arc  very  cheap  here.  I  buy  for  4d.  llcr- 
Itng  as  much  as  will  maintain  a  map 
fourteen  days,  and  give  him  as  much  as 
he  can  eat  thrice  a-day,  and  they  do  not 
call  this  a  plentiful  year. 

I  am  juft  now  at  Crofs-Creek,  fo  far 
upon  my  journey  to  Ncw-Bcrn  where 
the  governor  refides,  to  cuter  in  the  of¬ 
fice  fomc  of  the  king’s  lands;  300  for 

J —  M - d,  300  for  j —  O - ,  aoo  for 

my  uncle,  and  900  for  myfelf,  which  coft 
me  only  a  few  glafs-fulls  of  rum  to  the 
man  who  fticwcd  me  the  lands.  He  is  a 
famous  hunter,  who  knows  all  the  woods 
within  forty  miles  of  him.  Within  a 
w  eek  I  cxpe<ft  to  be  a  freeholder  of  i  ago 
acres:  and  if  God  fparcs  me  for  two 
years,  1  hope  to  have  as  much  land  as 
Sart-hill  and  the  reft  of  Fladay. 

If  any  body  (hall  come  here  from  your 
country,  let  them  take  care  of  their  mo¬ 
ney,  and  lay  it  out  only  oh  as  much 
coarfe  cloth  and  linen,  as  will  ferve  them 
till  they  arc  well  fettled.  Let  them  have 
plenty  of  meal  and  water  of  their  own, 
ill  cafe  of  a  long  paflTage.— Every  body 
who  cannot  live  like  a  gentleman  at 
home  ftiould  come  here ;  for  it  is  better 
for  a  man  to  have  what  he  can  call  his 
own,  than  be  obliged  to  improve  other 
mens  lands.  The  beft  time  of  coming 
over  is  about  the  firft  of  Auguft,  that 
they  may  work  through  the  winter  in  the 
plantation.  Write  me  firft  opportunity. 

I  am,  Yours,  See.  - , 

Sept.  m%. 

4  ■  ■- 


The  Etymology  and  Degrees  <?/  Es- 
*  QJU  1 K  E  S . 

T^SQITIRES  were  termed  in  Latin  ar- 
?nigeri^  becaufe  they  were  bearers 
ct  aims;  vr  fciitiferiyioxXhdX  they  car¬ 
ried  the  rnicld ;  tVoni  thence  the  Goths 
called  them  ichifptrs,  and  the  Romans 
J'cutarii^  bteauie  they  bore  the  lliields 
and  helmets  of  the  Roman  knights  at 
Iheir  general  multersor  tiiumphs,  or  at 
their  high  and  public  folemnities;  or 
were  armour-bearers  u>  princes,  or  the 
tetter  loit  of  nobility  in  England.  They 
are  of  as  great  antiqmty  as  the  feudal 
law;  for,  in  old  times, every  knight  had 
two  I’f  three  ekpjires,  \vh6  carried  his 
morion  and  hislliicld;  they  were  infe- 
^arable  companions  to  him,  and  did 
Wear  coats  of  mail  or  defence  to  alhft 
him;  hir  they  lit  Id  certain  lands  of  the 
hnight  in  clcuage,  which  in  Latin  is  cal¬ 
led  Jcutagiuffi,  the  fervice  of  the  fhield, 
in  fueh  manner  as  the  knight  hinifelf 
held  (tf  the  king,  by  knight’s  fervice; 
troin  hence  thefe  efquires  in  old  lime 
were  called  fervientes  ;  for,  at  Barham 
Dow  ns,  faith  Mr  Selden,  from  Matthew 
Palis.  “  A'ifimati  inter  milites  elci^tos  et 
*'  ftrviente>,  ftrtnu'os  et  bene  armatos, 

‘  ftxaginla  millia  virorum  foitiura.” — 
Alfo  in  the  army  at  Lincoln,  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  reign  of  Henry  HI.  on  the. 
Ling’s  part,  “  recenfiti  funt  milites  400 

•  baehalarii,  firmi  Z50  fervientes  quoq; 

•  et  Kjuiteslot  et  talcs  afTiierunt  numeri, 

•  qu' d  vices  militum  pofl'ent  pro  necef- 
‘  fiiatc  imolari and  there  were  taken 
on  the  barons  patt,  “  milites  400:  piae- 

*  tn  Itrviintes  ecpiitcs  it  pedites,  qiii 

*  fub  nnmtro  non  eadc’banl ;  et  interfec- 
‘  tiih  tfi  in  illo  coidliifio  feivier.s  quidam 

*  ex  parte  bat oTium,  omnibus  ignolus.” 
q’his  addition  cf  tfquire  was,  m  an- 

lient  tiints,  only  .1  name  of  charge  and 
oihcc,  and  firtl  cupt  in,  amongtt  other 
titles,  in  I’ne  reign  of  Richard  11.  and 
little  mention  is  made  of  this,  or  the 
addition  of  gentleman,  in  antient  died*:, 
till  the  time  of  Hemy  V.  when,  by  a  fta- 
ti:te  in  the  fiift  year  of  his  reign,  it  was 
enr.cted,  that,  in  all  cafes  where  proctfs 
of  outlavMy  lay,  the  additions  of  the 
eftatc,  degree,  or  m.yftery  of  the  dcfti.- 
ciant  flionld  be  infetted. 

')'hi>  ftatute  having  made  it  neceflary 
to  afeettain  who  was  intiiled  to  this  de¬ 
gree,  the  nu'fi  learned  in  the  art  or  my- 
lUry  of  lu  r.our,  hold  there  are  feven 
lorts  cl  ciquirts. 


'  Firft,  Efquires  of  the  king’s  body,  H- 
miied  to  the  number  of  four :  they  keep 
the  door  of  the  king’s  bed-chamber 
whenfoever  he  fliall  picafe  to  go  to  bed, 
w'alk  ^t  a  coronation,  and  have  prece¬ 
dency  of  all  knights  younger  fons.' 

idly,  The  eloeft  fons  of  knights,  and 
their  eldeft  fons  luce‘eflrnely. 

3dly,  The  eldelt  fons  of  the  youngeft 
fons  of  barons,  and  (dhers  of  the  greater 
nobility;  and,  when  I'uch  heir-m. tie  fails, 
the  title  dies  likevvile. 

4thly,  Such' as  the  king  invefts  with 
collars  of  SS,  as  the  kings  at  arms,  he¬ 
ralds,  &c.  or  ftiall  grant  filver  cr  white 
fpurs ;  the  eldeft  fons  of  thofe  laft  men¬ 
tioned  can  only  bear  the  title. 

5thly,  Efquires  to  the  knights  of  the 
Bath,  being  their  attendants  on  their  in- 
ftallation :  thefe  ir.uft  bear  coat  armour 
according  to'  the  law'  of  arms,  arc  cf- 
quires,  and  alfo'  their  eldeft  fons,  and 
have  the  fame  privileges  as  the  efquires 
of  the  king’s  body. 

6thly,  Such  as  have  eminent  places  in 
the  commonw  ealth,  or  juftices  of  peace, 
and  flieriffs  of  counties’ (with  this  dif- 
tindion,  that  a  ftierift',  in  regard  to  the 
dignity  of  the  office,  is  •  an  cfquirc 
for  life;  but  a  juft  ice  of  the  peace  only 
fo  long  as  he  c(»ntinues  in  the  comroif- 
fiow),  and  all  thole  w  ho  bear  fpecial  of¬ 
fice  in  the  king’s  houfehold,  as  gentle¬ 
men  of  the  privy-chamber,  carvers, 
few’ers,  cup-bearers,  penfiouers,  fer- 
jeants  at  arms,  and  all  that  have  any 
near  or  efpecial  dependence  on  the 
king’s  royal  perfon,  and  are  not  knight¬ 
ed;  alfo  cajitains  in  the  wars  recorded 
ill  the  king’s  lifts. 

•  7thly,  Counfellors  at  law*,  bachelors 
of  divinity,  law  and  phyfic:  mayors  of 
tow  ns  are  reputed  eiquirts,  or  equal  to 
efquires  (though  not  really  fo) ;  .alfo  the 
penon-bearer  to  the  king,  who  is  a  per¬ 
fon  that  carries  his  flag  or  banner  ending 
in  a  point  or  tip,  w'hcrein  the  arms  of 
the  king,  either  at  war,  or  at  a  funeral, 
are  painted,  which  office  is  equivalent  to 
the  degree  of  an  efquire. 

This  degree  of  efquire  is  a  fpecial  pri¬ 
vilege  to  any  of  the  king’s  ordinary  and 
ncareft  attendants;  for,  be  his  birth 
gentle  or  bale,  yet,  if  he  ferve  in  the 
place  of  an  efquire,  he  is  abfolutely  an 
efquire  by  that  fervice;  for  it  is  the  plaoC; 
that  dignifies  the  perfon,  and  not  the 
perfon  the  place;  fo  if  any  gentleman  Of 
efquire  lhall  lake  upon  him  the  place  of 
a  yeomau  of  the  king’s  guard,  he  imme- 


diately  lofes  all  his  titles  of  honour,  and 
is  no  more  than  a  yeoman. 

Tiicrc  is  a  vulgar  opinion,  that  every 
gentleman  of  landed  property,  that  has 
5G0 1.  a-year,  is  an  cfqnire.  In  ail  the 
various  treatifes  I  ever  perufed,  I  never 
found  it  mentioned,  or  fo  much  as  hint¬ 
ed  :  no  doubt  fuch  a  perfon  ought  to  be 
in  the  commiflion  of  the  peace,  there¬ 
fore  that  w'ay  he  might  be  an  cfquirc ; 
-but  no  money  whatloever,  or  landed 
property,  wnll  give  a  man  properly  this 
title,  unlefs  he  comes  within  one  of  the 
above  rules,  and  no  perfon  can  aferibe 
this  title  where  it  is  not  due,  unicfs  he* 
plcafes,  there  being  no  myftcry  in  draw¬ 
ing  the  line  by  the  above  account;  but, 
from  the  meaner  ranks  of  people,  who 
know  no  better,  you  cannpt  well  cxpc<it 
any  other  than  miftakes. 

i  lament  exceedingly  that  this  title  has 
been  fo  bafely  proftituted  to  anfwer  the 
ends  of  the  different  candidates  in  the 
late  cledion  for  lord  mayor.  There  is 
that  fort  of  low  pride  in  the  commonal¬ 
ty  that  is  fully  gratified  by  fuch  an  ad- 
drefs — but  I  own,  with  rcfpedl  to  rny- 
fclf,  were  any  one  to  attribute  the  title 
to  me,  knowing  it  not  to  be  my  due,  I 
ibonld  conftrue  it  a  high  affront,  and 
think  he  muff  have  a  very  mean  opinion- 
of  me,  to  imagine  I  Ihould  be  pleafed 
with  fuch  a  dctcftable  piece  of  flattery. 

•  Nothing,  in  my  opinion,  wn  be  laid 
more  to  the  detriment  and  difadyantage 
of  the  refpedtive  candidates  than  to  apply 
that  title  to  the  very  dregs  of  the  people. 
They  arc  well  fit,  no  doubt,  for  chief 
magiftrates  for  the  firft  city  in  Europe, 
who,  to  anfwer  their  finiffer  vietvs,  and 
to  ingratiate  themfclves  with  a  pawn¬ 
broker  or  night- man,  attribute  titles  to 
them  to  which  they  have  no  pretence, 

■  thereby  invading  and  ufurping  upon  the 
prerogative  of  the  king,  who  has  the  on¬ 
ly  power  of  difpenfing  honour  on  his 
fubjeds,  and  from  whom,  as  the  origi¬ 
nal  fountain,  all  thefe  different  degrees 
of  cfquires  1  have  before  enumerated, 
arc  mediately  or  immediately  derived. 

Yours,  &c.  M.  B. 

The  Advantage  of  encouraging  our 
Colonies, 

AS  the  great  advance  of  land,  our 
riches,  and  naval  power,  arc  owing 
to  a  flourilhing  trade,  if  we  do  not,  by 
all  proper  methods,  fupport  and  encou¬ 
rage  our  trade,  the  taluc  of  our  land, 
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our  riches,  and  naval  power,  will  natu* 
rally  decreafe,  and  we  muft  become  a. 
prey  to  our  enemies.  Our  trade  and 
manufadtories  cannot  be  fupported  with* 
out  a  fufficient  number  of  hands  work¬ 
ing  at  a  moderate  price,  to  enable  us  to 
go  to  market  on  an  equal  footing  with 
our  neighbours.  The  prefent  extraor¬ 
dinary  high  price  of  provifions  greatly 
advances  the  price  of  labour,  increafes 
the  number  of  poor,  and,  if  not  timely 
remedied,  will  ruin  our  trade,  and  de¬ 
populate  the  kingdom.  The  land  and 
trade  intereff  ought  to  go  hand  in  hand; 
and  therefore  to  raife  land  fo  as  the  te¬ 
nants,  to  pay  their  rents,  arc  obliged  to 
raife  provifions  to  an  immoderate  price, 
muff,  in  the  end,  be  the  deffrudtion  of 
trade,  the  land  intereff,  and  the  king¬ 
dom. 

Would  wc  encourage  our  colonies  to 
grow  all  manner  of  grain,  flax,  hemp, 
and  all  neceffaries  they  are  capable  of 
producing,  which  are  ufeful  in  trade, 
and  would  we  import  all  their  fnrplua 
grain,  flour,  3cc.  fo  as  to  keep  down 
the  price  of  wheat  here  to  5  s.  or  5  s.  6  d. 
per  bufhel,  upon  an  average,  and  other 
grain  in  proportion,  and  (as  an  encou¬ 
ragement  at  this  time)  give  a  bounty^ 
and  then  export  it,  if  ncceffary,  by  s 
bounty^  wc  might  become  the  common 
granary  of  Europe,  bring  money  into 
the  kingdom,  greatly  increafe  our  navi¬ 
gation,  and  naval  power,  encourage  our 
colonies,  and  our  trade  at  home.  Per¬ 
haps  fometimes  corn  might  be  imported 
here  to  bear  a  duty  upon  exportation. 
Our  colonics  thus  encouraged,  would 
be  ailing  in  their  proper  fphcrc ;  they 
would  be  diverted  from  ,manufa^urings 
enrich  themfclves  and  their  mother- 
country  by  improving  their  lands,  and 
the  price  of  labour- and  fervants  wages 
might  be  reduced  in  proportion  to  the 
price  of  the  neceffaries  of  life. 

•  Many  work-houfes  for  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  the  poor  would  be  ereded, 
were  the  laws  relating  thereto  amended, 
by  enabling  each  pariffi  to  give  good  fe- 
curity  for  monies  taken  up  at  intereft 
for  piirchafing  land  and  crcdling  work- 
houfes  Ihcnsupon,  or  upon  any  waffc  or 
common ;  and  there  ftiould  be  a  power 
given  to  inclofe  commons  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 

An  annual  prefs  of  able,  idle,  dan¬ 
gerous,  pilfering  perfons,  would  be  of 
.  great  public  fcrvicc.  It  would  make 
good  fervants,  good  labourers,  favc  mi- 
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ny  from  the  gallows,,  and  afford  a  con- 
ftanl  fupply  lo  the  navy  and  army. 

Britannicus. 

the  Publisher  of  the  Weekly 
Magaz  ine. 

Cmne  animi  vitinfft^tatiio  ctnfpeflius 
in  fe 

Crimen  habsty  quanto  viajor^  qui  pec- 
cat,  huhctur,  Juv. 

S  I  R, 

^V^IlElvE  is  m^thing  in  the  oeconomy 
i  oi  human  life  mure  fm  priiiiig  than 
to  ohferve  vain  men,  poricfi'eil  of  veiy 
indirterent  accomplihiint!'.*;;,  fitting  at 
the  helm  of  affairs,  botli  in  church  and 
ft:ite,  when  men  ot  finer  talents  and 
Iviife,  hut  iefs  vanitv,  are  dircourage*!. 
A  dull  bloekiK  ad,  »f  he  is  lucky  enough 
in  procuring  to  hiiufelf  the  iPitcrcit  of  a 
vealthy  frkiul,  feklom  fails  of  being 
promoted  to  till,  very  probably,  an  of¬ 
fice  of  confiderabie  importance.  I  was 
ready,  at  tiift  fiuht,  to  impute  this  to  a 
want  of  judgment  in  ihofe  who  promote 
them;  but,  upoii  leflcition,  1  find,  that 
vanity  is  really  a  fort  of  qualification  in 
thofe  who  thiuk  I'f  Ix'ing  cand'dates  for 
r.ny  public  employment.  It  makco  Ihiir 
other  qualities,  though  indifferent  e- 
iiough,  more  vilible;  and  is  a  foil  which 
Jets  them  off  to  more  advantage.  The 
ihodelt  man,  on  the  ether  hand,  who, 
though  he  be  endued  with  ever  fo  fine 
abilitie",  yet,  if  they  are  not  leafontd,  at 
lead  with  a  little  vanity,  may  live  and 
die  in  obfciirity. 

Were  Ihote  who  have  the  difpofal  of 
preferments  more  attentive  to  the  real 
merit  of  candidates,  places  of  public  truft 
would  be  occupied  by  fewer  coxcombs 
and  worlhlef*  men.  It  v\iU  require,  no 
doubt,  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  examine 
carefully  into  the  various  difpolitions 
and  c<iara*I-ters  of  fuch  as  may  proptife  to 
therr.felves  to  enter  upon  public  cfbccs: 
but  the  happy  aiul  beneficial  tlfe^fts  of 
fuch  a  ferutiny,  both  to  the  public 'and 
themfelvcs,  will  luflicienlly  compenlaU 
the  trouble. 

I  have  always  been  of  opinion,  that 
rothing  tends  more  to  the  ruin  and  dif- 
traction  of  ffates  and  gi»vcrpment,  than 
trte  promotion  of  vain  and  foppilh  men. 
'i'hcy  are,  generally  freaking,  uneven 
>iKi  unftcady  in  their  principUs,  and  c  tn 
br  bought  or  fold  at  pretty  low  prices. 
Thas,  wlKTC-c\er  vanity  and  ambition 


meet,  as  indeed  they  arc  fcldom  ftntn- 
gers  to  each  other,  they  will  naturally 
lead  them  to  fwallow  down  almoft  any 
bait  that  may  happen  to  lie  in  their  way 
lo  preferment. 

i'hc  aiitient  ftates  of  Greece  and 
Rome,  when  they  had  arrived  at  the  ^ 
'/etiitli  of  tlieir  glory  and  fplendor,  paid 
very  little  regard  to  birth  atid  fortune 
indepeuilent  of  merit,  and  conlidcred 
them  as  little  better  than  pompous  and 
inftgnificant  founds*  Hence  their  zra- 
b)’»a  attachment  to  the  public  good  ! 
Hence  a  race  of  hardy  warlike  heroes  ! 
.I'hey  encouraged  and  rew^arded  men  of 
merit  and  integrity.  The  amazing  pitch 
to  which  they  carried  the  polite  arts  and 
fcienccs,  and  every  kind  of  ufcful  learn¬ 
ing,  was  owing  to  this  excellent  prin¬ 
ciple.  No  fiumer,  however,  did  this 
principle  become  lets  popular,  and  bri- 
l»ery  and  corruption  were  the  necefl'ary 
means  to  preferment,  than  thefc  Itatca 
became  a  prey  to  their  enemies,  aud  to 
each  other.  The  difparity  between 
thefe  governments  and  that  of  ours  can 
l>e  urged  w^ith  very  little  propriety;  for, 
if  there  is  anything  in  the  nature  and. 
genius  of  (*ur  mixed  government  detri¬ 
mental  to  the  promotion  of  men  of  ho¬ 
nour,  chara<!ler  and  capacity,  this  only 
lerves  to  fhevv  how  far  it  is  deficient. 

That  every  honcll  Briton,  iri  power 
and  truft,  may  protedt  and  patronize 
humble  merit  where-cver  it  appears,  ia, 
the  tincere  wifh  of, 

S  I  R,  Yours,  &c. 

/V  Friend  to  the  Public  Good* 

Lanarkjhirc,  Nov*  ii.  177Z. 

To  the  Publisher  of  Weekly 
Magazine. 

S  I  R, 

IT  is  rnoft  certainly  true,  that  cdoca- 
lion  and  cuftom  bear  near  as  much 
fway  in  the  moral  world  as  reafon  Uftif. 
To  what  fource  are  we  to  trace  back  the 
many  miflaken  opinions  about  matters  • 
of  tlic  greateft  importance  ;  foltly  to  edu¬ 
cation  :  this  conjoined  with  habit  often 
impofes  a  law  upon  the  human  mind  fo 
ftrong,  that  the  lage  advices  of  reafon, 
when  they  come  in  competition  with  the 
fo’  mer,  are  reckoned  idle  tales:  bad  cuf¬ 
tom,  and  giddy  falhion,  not  content  with 
their  numerous  votaries,  tyrannically 
force  the  minds  of  our  weaker  brethren 
of  mankind,  w’ho,  utterly  unable  to.re- 
fiil  fuch  pTitent  antagonifls,  are  precipi- 
taitly  ca:ried  down  ihc.ftrcam  fafhiop 
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in  fjiite  of  all  the  repeated  efforts  of 
billlvtl  reafoii  to  recover  them.  Ediicati* 
on  is  alfj  of  the  greateft  fcrvice  in  form¬ 
ing  the  young  idea,  and  properly  dire<it- 
ing  its  wandering  aim.  Proper  educa- 
ti*)n  gives  the  mind  a  rational  bias  to 
what  is  truly  worthy  of  it,  and  fortifies 
it  in  this  purfuit  againft  every  difficulty. 
Kducation  of  any  kind  ieldom  fails  to 
giin  the  ftrcngth  of  habit.  I'his  comes 
ill  place  of  nature,  whence  arifes  its  im¬ 
portance.  To  allure  my  countrymen  to 
the  purfuit  of  what  chiefly  merits  their 
attention,  I  have  effayed  to  mark  out 
fo  ne  of  the  many  beauties  that  adorn 
the  characters  of  Palemon  and  j\Iyr» 
iilLi. 

Wt  fliall  lay  but  little  flrefs  upon 
Myrtilla\  defeent.  The  advantage  (»f 
family  can  enfail  no  rational  fiipt  riority 
up  n  its  pofTeffors.  Every  day’s  expe¬ 
rience  convinces  us  that  there  is  a  great 
deal  more  wanted  to  form  a  finiflied 
cInraCter.  It  is  only  undefftood  that 
Myrtilia  was  genteelly  bred,  miflrefs  of 
an  handfome  fortune,  moftly  acquired 
in  trade  by  the  induflry  of  her  father,  the 
worthy  Philander.  It  gave  Philander 
the  higheft  plcafure  to  inftill  into  her  in¬ 
fant  mind  the  princijfles  of  virtue.  With 
delight  he  obferved.  the  happy  progrel's 
his  fairftudeut  made.  He  r  fertile  genius, 
animated  by  the  chcaiing  beams  of  pa¬ 
ternal  love,  made  quick  advances  in  eve¬ 
ry  branch  of  female  literature:  Nay,  it 
is  faid  fhewasnot  altogether  ignorant  of 
facred  truths.  She  w'as  pioufly  inclined. 
For  once,  ye  CKxlio’is  of  the  age  !  furvey 
female  fmeerity  without  the  fmallclt  al¬ 
loy  of  hypiKrify  or  afleClation.  She  ap- 
]>e  ired  to  be  nothing  clfe  than  what  the 
really  was.  Such  a  folid  character  is  the 
free  refult  of  a  virtuous  education. 

Nature  had  bounteoiifly  intitled  her 
to  the  character  of  a  fine  woman.  A 
fymmetry  of  features,  a  meaning  coun¬ 
tenance,  a  very  handfome  perfon,  a  jult- 
neu  of  fentiment,  a  plcafant  vivacity,  a 
lovely  addrefs,  and  a  conflant  flow  of 
good- nature,  all  united  in  Myrtilia. 
made  her  company  extremely  grateful 
to  the  thinking  part  of  our  fex.  Hef 
good  fenfc  defnifed  flattery  as  much  as 
ihe  loved  flneerity;  and  cotfld  not  be 
perfuided  by  ali  the  fine  conipliments, 
perhaps  jiiltly  made  her,  that  flic  was 
any  thing  elfe  than  a  woman.  This 
confideration,  far  from  overwhelming 
her  mind  wkh:gloomy  ideas,  as  is  too 
generally  the  caie,  laid  the  foundation 


of  the  mod  folid  and  lading  joy.  Her 
future  expectations  elevated  her  mind  to 
fucli  a  happy  date  of  tranquillity,  that 
Ihc  was  pleafed  with  hcrfclf,  pleafed 
with  all  around  her,  and,  with  eagle 
keennefs,  foared  far  above  tliefc  terre- 
drial  tranlitory  fccncs.  Such  a  charac¬ 
ter,  you  may  eaQly  guefs,  mud  be  uui- 
verfally  revered.  She  had  many  defer- 
ving  admirers;  and,  after  weighing  their 
diiferent  pretenlions  with  exeinplarf 
candour,  and  examining  the  date  of  her 
own  heart,  found  it  prepoflefled  in  fa¬ 
vours  of  Palemgn.  Palemon  is  a  fen- 
liblc  and  agreeable  mader  of  all  thofc 
manly  accomplilhments  tliat  arc  truly 
commendable  in  our  fex;  aad,  in  the 
lilooni  of  twenty-five,  dared  to  be  even 
unfailiionably  good :  Extenfively  engaged 
in  commerce,  by  his  indullry  ainl  appli¬ 
cation,  he  mud,  in  a  few  years,  be  pof- 
fefled  of  what  is  termed  a  fortune. 
From  an  intimate  acquaintance  .with 
Myrtilia^  his  mind  felt  the  tender  emo¬ 
tions  of  fricndlhip.  This  was  foon  fuc- 
cceded  by  the  ardour  of  a  lover.  He 
made  bis  addrefles  to  her  in  a  manner 
becoming  them  both.  It  is  true  be  ne¬ 
ver  mentioned  flames,  darts;  &c.  and  all 
the  other  rominiic  artillery  of  a  Pagan 
Cupid ;  and  his  driCl  adherence  to  vera¬ 
city  prevented  him  from  flattery.  In¬ 
deed,  he  had  a  higher  opinion  of  Myr- 
tilla\  merit,  than  to  imagine  heraccef* 
Able  through  that  channel :  the  thought 
would  have  conveyed  an  idea  of  weak¬ 
ness  unworthy  of  her.  With  the  can¬ 
did  franktiefs  and  warmth  of  a  generous 
heart  he  pleaded  his  pahlon;  his  plea 
was  approven  of  by  the  charming  Myn- 
till  a.  It  is  now  four  years  fince  they 
were  man  and  wife  (in  which  time  they 
have  been  blcflTed  with  two  agreeable 
prattlers),  and  their  mutual  tendernef&y 
far  from  having  an  ebb,  feenrs  fliil  in-' 
creating.  A  Irncere  dcflre  to  plcafe,  and 
a  fimilarity  of  fentiment,  unite  them  in 
the  rnoft  endearing  manner.  They  have 
no  feparatc  interefts,  no  difference  of  opi¬ 
nions,  imt  harmonionlly  agree  in  promo- 
tingtheir  rnutiiai  felicity.  This  is  one 
fmall  flictch  of  the  happy  eflt^a  of  a 
good  and  virtuons>cduicaiicin. 

Yours, .(^c.  Fidelio* 

K - A  Dee^  i6. 177a* 

The  Peauer/  of.' pretty  Bar^Ma$dt% 

SINGE  coffee*  hoofes  were  firft  infUtu* 
led,  the  proprietors  lutTO  iudkiovOf 
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endeavoured  to  place  a  pretty  female  in 
the  bar,  to  attra(ft  young  fellows  and 
tiiniterers  to  the  houfe  :  and  I  have 
Vnosvn  this  fcheme  have  fo  pood  an  ef- 
fed,  that  when  a  certain  coffee- houfe, 
not  far  from  Leicefter- fields,  was  upon 
the  point  of  (hutting  up  for  want  of 
cuftom,  a  pretty  girl  being  taken  in  for 
a  bar* maid,  the  houfe  had  immediately, 
and  (till  has,  fuch  a  run  of  trade,  that 
the  mafier  is  upon  the  point  of  retiring 
with  an  eafy  fortune,  and  probably  the 
young  woman  may  marry  a  man  of 
falhion,  if  (he  has  the  fortitude  to  with- 
ftand  the  daily  and  hourly  attacks  made 
upon  her  by  the  pretty  fellows  of  the 
ape.  Many  inftances  of  the  Quixotifm, 
as  well  as  admiration  of  cofiee-houfe 
loungers,  might  be  produced  to  evince 
what  uncommon  lengths  they  are  ca¬ 
pable  of  going  for  the  honour  and  repu¬ 
tation,  as  well  as  diflionour  and  reduc¬ 
tion,  of  thefe  fair  manufadurers  of  or¬ 
geat  and  capillaire.  One  (liall  fufficc  for 
the  prefent.  When  the  rev.  Mr  Miller 
endeavoured  to  bring  on  a  comedy  cal¬ 
led  the  Coffee-Houfe,  at  Drury-Lane 
theatre,  the  danglers  at  Dick’s  cofFec- 
houfe,  near  the  Temple,  fancied  the 
beautiful  bar-keeper  of  that  houfe,  Mifs 
Yarrow,  was  to  be  introduced  as  the 
heroine  of  the  piece;  and  to  fave  her 
from  the  (hafts  of  ridicule,  they  let  fly 
fuch  a  volley  of  the  arrows  of  criticifm, 
as  d — ned  the  parfon  and  his  piece,  tho’ 
he  took  every  polTible  means  to  convince 
thefe  champions  of  the  fuppofed  injured 
lady,  that  they  were  utterly  miftaken. 

The  ftation  of  a  bar-keeper  feems,  in¬ 
deed,  peculiarly  propitious  to  beauty; 
and  even  old  age  and  deformity  can  cap¬ 
tivate  in  this  ftation.  I  know  a  groupc 
of  l^aux  who  conftantly  pay  their  daily 
adulation  to  grey  hairs  and  a  pair  of 
fpedacles;  and  another  lady,  thus  hap¬ 
pily  fituatcd,  commands  the  admiration 
of  the  officers  of  the  three  regiments  of 
foot-guards,  though  the  fmall-pox  has 
deprived  her  of  every  polfible  claim  to 
love  or  charms,  and  the  only  line  of 
beauty  in  her  whole  figure  is  confined  to 
her  back.  It  is  fomewhat  whimfical, 
though  ftri^tly  true,  that  whilft  the  furies 
conquer  our  hearts,  feated  beneath  a 
canopy  of  punch-bowls,  Venus  herfelf 
(houid  be  diverted  of  her  attra<ftions 
the  moment  (lie  quits  this  enclianting 
circle. 

Tom  Spangle  has  been  thefe  four 

inontbs  deeply  in  love  with  Charlotte  at 
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the - .  He  has  faid  all  the  tender* 

things  to  her  that  his  memory  could 
fupply  from  plays  and  romances;  the 
graces,  and  the  Cyprian  qneen  herfelf, 
have  been  ftjt  at  nought  when  compared 
to  his  divine  Charlotte.  The  whole  fex 
was  cclipfcd  by  her;  and  wherever  ftie 
w’cnt  every  woman  muft  be  her  rival,  as 
(he  muft  fecure  the  attention  of  every 
man  to  behold  her’  with  admiration ! 
Such  was  the  language  of  Torn  Spangle; 
and  poor  Charlotte  began  ferioufly  to  be¬ 
lieve  he  was  in  eameft.  Laft  Wednef- 
day,  after  he  had  run  over  his  catalogue 
of  compliments  to  the  vain  girl,  at  live 
he  fet  off  for  his  chamber  to  drefs  for 
Ranelagh.  Charlotte  heard  his  deftination 
that  evening,  and  rcfolvcd  to  rivet  his 
fetters  in  her  laft  new  fack  and  beaver  hat. 
Tom  did  not  reach  the  rotundo  till 
near  nine ;  Charlotte  hadbecn  there  above 
an  hour,  but  had  not  yet  drank  tea,  as 
(lie  propofed  Tom  Ihould  ’fquire  her, 
the  party  being  without  a  man.  Char¬ 
lotte  paffed  him  three  times  in  the  circle 
unobl'erved ;  the  fourth  time  (he  curt- 
feyed. — “  Good  G — d  ((aid  Tom  to 
me),  I  think  I  remember  fomething  of 
that  face.”  I  could  not  contain,  I  burft 
into  a  laugh. — “  Why,  it  is  your  divine 
Charlotte,  who  cclipfes  the  whole  fex 
w'herever  (he  goes -I”  “  The  Devil  it  is 

(replied  Tom),  there’s  no  fpcaking  to 
her  here ;  (lie  looks  like  a  mop-fqucczer; 
fo  I’ll  e’en  beat  a  march,”  and  off  be 
went.  No  Dangler. 

A  Letter  from  Mr  Pope  to.  Mf 
Hughes,  from  Letters  by  feveral 
eminent  perfuns^  juft  publijbed. 

VER  fince  I  had  the  pleafurc  to  know 
you,  I  have  believed  you  one  of  that 
uncommon  rank  of  authors,  who  arc 
undefigning  men  and  finc-crc  friends ; 
and  who,  W’hen  they  commend  another, 
have  not  any  view  of  being  praifed  them- 
felves.  I  (houid  be  therefore  alhanaed 
to  offer  at  faying  any  of  ^b^fc  civil 
things  in  return  to  your ‘obliging  com¬ 
pliments  in  regard  to  my  tranfiaiion  ot 
“  Homer;”  only,  I  have  too 
lue  for  you  not  to  be  pleafed  with  them ,  I 
and  yet,  I  affure  you,  I  receive  prai  cs 
from  you  with  lefs  pleafurc  than  1  h*vc 
often  paid  them  to  your  merit  betore, 
and  (hall  (I  doubt  not)  have  trequeni 
cccafions  of  doing  again, 
ufeful  pieces  you  arc  ftUl 
with. 


If  you  was  plea  fed  with  my  preface, 
yi)a  have  paid  me  for  that  pleafure,  ia 
tlje  fame  kind,  by  your  entertaining  and 
judicious  clfiiys  on  Spencer.  The  pre- 
fcMit  you  make  me  is  of  the  moft  agree¬ 
able  nature  imaginable;  for  Spencer  has 
ever  been  a  favourite  poet  to  me :  he  ig 
l:ko  a  miftrefs  whofe  faults  we  fee,  but 
Ijve  her  with  them  all. 

What  has  deferred  my  thanks  till  now, 
was  a  ramble  I  have  been  taking  about 
the  country,  from  which  1  returned 
home  and  found  your  kind  letter  but 
yellcrday.  A  teftimony  of  that  kind, 


from  a  man  6f  your  turn,  is  to  be  va¬ 
lued. at  a  better  rate  than  the  ordinary 
eftimate  of  letters  will  amount  to.  I 
lhall  rejoice  in  all  opportunities  of  culti¬ 
vating  a  friendrtnp  I  lo  truly  efteem,  and 
hope  very  fhortly  to  tell  you,  in  town, 
how  much  I  am,  Sir,  Your  obliged  anti 
faithful  humble  fervant,  A.  Pope. 

P,  S*,  Since  you  defire  to  hear  of  my 
progrefs  in  the  tranflation,  I  mud  tell  you, 
that  I  have  gone  through  four  more 
books,  which  (with  the  remarks)  will 
make  the  fecond  volume. 

I  < 
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The  Recluse.  An  Ode. 

LO !  the  crimfon  morn  .is  near. 

Hark !  the  cock  his  matin  rings ;  . 

See  yon  dappled  clouds  appear; 

Hark !  the  early  robin  fmzs  : 

See  Aurora's  bluthes  ri^. 

And  dain  the  glowing  eadern  (kies : 
The  didant  hills  and  pointed  fpires 
Have  caught  the  morning’s  pleafing  ray. 
And,  gently  daih'd  with  purple  fires. 
Proclaim  th’  approach  of  golden  day. 

Now  the  glorious  orb  of  light  , 

Spreads  around  his  welcome  beams, 

O’er  lawns  and  plains  in  verdure  bright, 

O’er  waving  woods  and  wand’ring  dreams, 
Come,  fwcet  Contemplation !  come, 

And  with  me  thro’  the  fofed  roam. 
Sweet  moralid,  on  cv’ry  hill, 

In  ev’ry  vale,  in  ev’ry  plain, 

Tliy  precepts  in  my  heart  indil. 

To  welcome  pleafure,  banilb  pain. 

Far  hence  the  tide  of  guilty  joy. 

That  ever  plants  the  venom'd  ding. 

No  more  your  dimpling  fmilcs  employ,  ^ 

No  more  your  treach’rous  ’iurements  bnn^ 
'Fhc  frantic  dance,  the  mad’ning  bowl. 
No  more  inflame  niy  temp’rate  foul. 
Beauty  no  more  her  charms  can  bead. 

When  prodratc  Chadity  appears; 

Her  chains  arc  broke,  her  piow’r  is  lod. 

And  fruitlefs  all  htf  fmilcs  and  tears. 

The  fitfiple  charnis  that  round  me  rife 
Where  never  art  hath  dar’d  to  rove. 

But  Nature  in  her  moded  guife 

Has  painted  meadow,  rid,  and  grove. 

Can  unatfc^cd  joys  impart. 

And  animate  the  virtuous  heart : 
Secluded  from  the  jarring  crowd,  ^  ^ 

No  venal  thoughts  or  cares  intrude ; '  ' 

Avaunt!  the  wealthy  and  the  proud  I 
And  hail  Content  and  Solitude ! 

.  Vofc.  XVIII. 


Tho’  robb’d  of  all  my  worldly  dofe, 

.  Of  all  my  offspring,  all  ray  fame, 

Tho’  dear  Alicia  is  no.  more, 

Nor  tears  I  Ihcd,  nor  foriu^^  blame : 

Nor  curfc  the  powVs  who  thus  difpofe. 
Nor  own  my  fulT rings  real  woes : 

Still  in  this  huml>lc  peaceful  cave. 

To  heaven  my  grateful  pray’rs  I’ll  fend. 
Till  virtue  lead  me  to  the  grave. 

The  goal  where  all  our  forrows  end. 

Then  hail,  ye  dear  romantic  bow’rs !  .  • 

Yc  rugged  rocks,  afpiring  mountains, 

Yc  Icvcllawns  adorn’d  with  flow’rs, 
Mcand'ring  rivers,  chrydal  fountains :  • 
All  nature’s  fccncs  and  beauties,  hail ! 
No  lunger  I  my  fate  bewail; 

In  my  low  cot  true  blifs  I  find, 

Untainted  with  ambition’s  care; 

The  fcanty  meal,  the  chcarful  mind. 

Arc  ail  the  joys  1  wifh  to  lharc. 

The  pomp  of  wealth,  the  pamper’d  board. 
The  ’broider’d  veft,  the  fparkling  gem, 
The  fearful  mifer’s  countlefs  hoard. 

The  fage’s  pride,  the  floic’s  phlegm, 

I,  blefl  Reclufi;!  alike  defpife. 

While  nature  all  my  wants  fupplies. 

Far  from  the  crimfon’ war  retir’d, 

No  thunders  fhake  my  rural  (hade. 

No  hoflile  breads  with  fury  fir’d, 

The  procin^  of  my  peace  invade. 

Philofophy!  fcraphic  gucfl ! 

Dire^s  my  fludunis  thoughts  to  roam,  ' 
And  chcarfulncfs,  and  facred  red, 

Endear  the  hermit’s  happy  home; 

And  each  returning  morn  and  night. 
Religious  orizons  delight ; 

Tliankfulto  him  whofe  Itb’ral  hand 

The  woods  and  wilds  with  food  has  (pretd, 
By  whole  omnipotent  command 
The  poor  are  doath’d,  the  hungry  ftd. 
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Nor,  uncfcapM,  one  blelTing  flies, 

That,  link’d  in  nature’s  glorious  chain, 
Devolv’d  to  earth  from  yonder  Ikies; 

Nor  unremuik’d  a  linglc  pain; 

But  rcaibn,  in  her  equal  poife, 

Sufpends  our  freight  of  griefs  and  joys. 
Thus  cv’ry  care  which  mortals  mourn, 

1*  more  than  balanc’d  with  hs  pkal'urc, 
And  tv’iy  ill  to  which  we’re  Lorn, 

If  rightly  view’d,  a  facred  treafure. 

^  Fare w  EL  to  my  Birth-place.  . 

For  otiier  plains,  and  otticr  (kies. 

And  orlicr  fccnes  which  nature  yields, 
W’hcrc  vales  extend,  or  .mountains  riic, 

I  quit  thefe  happy  rhi  A  fields, 

Where  hrlf  my  infant  breath  1  drew. 

My  peacclcl,  native  home  adieu! 

Where  oft,  when  fpt^ng  had  deck'd  the  year. 
From  Flora  a  wardrobe,  rich  and  gay. 

I’ve  pull’d  fwcet  fiow’rcts  frefh  and  fair, 
Myuh  as  young  and  fair  as  they. 

And  wonder  d  dt  the  icenc  I'o  new  : 

'I'Jicfc  days  of  innocence  adieu ! 

Tranquil  my  tender  years  I  fpent. 

By  friends  and  parents  dear  carefs’d. 
Remote  from  care  or  meagre  want, 

'Fho’  not  with  envy’d  fortune  Llefs’d; 

I'hc  imiiing  feent  contentment  drew. 

To  vM.ich  1  bid  a  long  adieu. 

Sirct  h’d  on  a  riv’let’s  verdant  fide, 

hcvc  daified  1  Aects  untutor’d  grow, 

OI:  1  avc  1  tun’d  the  artlefs  reed, 

Ai:'l  c>ft  liie  oaten  pipe  did  blow, 

Avj  1  \  onder'd  at  the  notes  fo  new 
Ti  t  lining  pipe  and  reed  adieu! 

And  oft,  when  from  the  dinfome  fchool; 

Where  flowly  mov’d  the  moments  on, 
Freed  from  the  talk’s  inglorious  toil. 

With  Ipirli  light  and  gay,  I  run 
Some  aiiy  pliantom  ro  ])urfuc : 

Te  fiHirts  and  vanities  adieu  ! 

And  oft  (when  time  improv’d  my  mind) 
Have  T  invok’d  the  nnife’s  aid. 

And  liftcn'd  to  the  hollow  wind. 

Or  anxious  fought  the  cooling  fhade. 

Or  br.ilh’d  with  early  (feps  the  dew 
From  fields  to  which  I  bid  adieu. 

Or  plung’d  into  the  thlck’ning  grove. 
Secreted  from  each  eye  profane. 

Oft  have.  1  tried,  in  vain  1  llrovc 

To  emulate  the  tender  Brain,  ' 

Of  fongfiers  warbling  from  the  bough ; 
black-birds,  woo^,  and  groves  adieu! 

O  nativf  fpot!  propitious  vale! 

May  o'’ry  fw  cet  adorn  your  foil. 

And  conftaut  blow  the  vernal  gale, 

And  blooming  beauties  ever  Imilc : 


Ye  fields  of  variegated  hue,  ’  ' 

And  flowVy  meads,  again  adieu! 

Ye  friends,  that  grac’d  my  humble  cot, 

'I'hat  fhar’d  my  cv’ry  joy  and  woe, 

May  peace,  fair  peace,  be  Bill  your  lot. 
Wealth,  health  and  blifs  around  you  flow’; 
Your  friendlbip  la-Bing  as  ’tis  true. 

And  cv’ry  kindred  fmilc  adieu ! 

Unwearied  love,  parental  care. 

The  anxious  wdlh,  each  focial  tic. 

Sure  claim  the  filial  parting  tear. 

And  well  demand  the  tender  ligh ; 

The  tear  I  Ihed,  it  is  for  yon — . 
i - re  and  GowriFs  plains,  adieu ! 

M - . 


Lines  wrote  hy  a  G  entleman  to  put  in  m 
Watch-case. 

COULD  hut  our  tempers  move  like  this 
machine,  ' '  . 

Not  urg’d  by  pafTion,  nor  delay’d  by  fpleen, 
But  true  to  nature’s  rc^ulaiinv  pow’t. 

By  virtuous  adts  diBinguiih’d  cv’ry  bmr. 
Then  health  and  jpy  would  follow  as  they 
ought,  .  ' 

The  lav*s  of  motion  and  tlpc  laws  of  thought,  I 
Sweet  health  to  pafs  the  prefent  moments  o*cr. 
And  everlaBing  joy  when  fhall  bend 
more. 


Epitaph  for  C  encral  Wo  lf  e'b  MoaumeiU. 

Sifie  viator  !  ct  lege. 

IF  tender  pity  in  your  bofom  dwell, 

Weep  when  you  read  how  iliuftli*- 
ous  fell ; 

’GainB  G attic  foes  the  martial  hero  fought, 
And  with  his  blood  a  noble  viO’ry  bought. 

Fie  conquer’d,  died,  and — here  his  relics  Uc,- 
That  claim  for  virtue’s  fake  the  virtuous  figh- 
The  love  of  wifdom  warm’d 'his  gen’rons 
brcaB, 

While  Britain’s  w'clfarc  all  his  foul  peflefs’d. 
'I’ho’  to  this  fpot  his  afhesbe  confin’d, 

Fair  truth  and  virtue,  with  brave  courage 
join’d, 

Shall  blow’  Fame's  trumpet  to  the  lateft  age» 
And  with  his  god-Hke  deeds  whole  wond’nng 
worlds  engage. 

EaJi’Lothiaa,  Dec.-iS.'  '  M— — 

t 

On  the  fame. 

Let  Britain  read,  and  drop  a  tear, 

Th’  unequalled  hero  Wolfe  lies  here. 

A.  F— • 

Dumfries,  Koi\  14.  ' 


E  b  1  N  B  U  R  Ir  H  A  M  U  S 

The  revie  W.  make  ufc  of  it  while  it  lafts,  and  lay  my 

cafe  before  you.  I  was  bred  a  mercer. 
Letters  by  fever  a]  eminent  Perfons  I  need  not  tell  you  that  moft  of  our  pro- 
dsesafed.  including  the  Correfpon^  leifion  aj  c  orators.  I  have,  with  fume 
Hughes,  £y^;  7  pains,  attained  to  a  great  volubility  of 
thor  of  the'^xt^e  fcd  Damalcus),  and  tongue,  and  am  a  perfe<5l  mailer  in  the 
feveral  of  his  Friends;  publijhtd  art  of  Ihop  rhetoric,  which,  with  the  help 
from  the  Original ;  nuith  Notes  ex-  of  a  fair  wig,  a  plaufiblc  bow,  a  gentle 
planatorj  and  hijiorical,  %  vols.  inclination  of  the  he;id  in  proper  parts 
8 VO.  of  my  difcourfe,  and  an  cafy  motion  of 

the  hand,  lets  otf  all  that  I  utter,  and  has 
^I^HESE  volumes  contain  a  plcafing  helped  me  to  thrive  in  the  work!  very 
A  variety  of  letters  which  pafl'ed  be-  comfortably.  By  this  means,  Mr  Iron* 
tween  a  great  number  of  learned  and  in-  fide,  as  1  owe  my  pr  ofperity  to  noife,  I 
genious  men,  among  whom  are  Mr  Ad-  am  grown  an  utter  enemy  to  fileiice; 
difon.  Sir  Richard  Steele,  Pope,  biihop  and,  when  I  go  among  feme  of  my  plain 
Hoadly,  lord  Cadogan,  carl  Cow  per,  Mr  honeft  neighbours,  who  are  not  of  any 
Hughes,  lord  chancellor  Parker,  Dr  of  the  talking  proieiTions,  1  cannot  help 
Watts,  tl>c  duke  of  Buckingham,  carl  of  afluming  a  fuperiority  over  them,  which 
Orrery,  Mr  Duncombe,  the  rev.  Mr  I  find  has  been  a  little  refented.  1  have 
Spence,  &c.  often  rcfolved  to  coi>fine  my  oratory  to 

Dr  Campbell,  in  his  life  of  Mr  Hughes  the  verge  of  my  iliop,  and  lo  employ  it 
in  the  Biogrdphia  Briiannica,  after  only  in  fettingolf  my  filks  and  brocades; 
fpeaking  w’itb  the  higheft  approbation  of  but  long  habits  arc  not-eafily  overcome; 
the  genius,  tafte,  judgment,  learning,  and  the  mufical  found  of  my  own  voice 
modtfty,  &c.  of  Mr  Hughes,  concludes  has  tempted  me  as  often  to  break  that 
thus : — “  His  chara<flcr  as  a  critic  was  at  rcfolution.  Many  of  my  acquaintances, 
leafl  equal  to  his  chirader  as  a  poet,  I  know,  would  take  it  kindly  if  1  talked 
but  both  were  excelled  by  his  chara<ilcr  lefs ;  and,  if  you  could  put  me  in  a  way 
as  a  man  and  a  Chrfitian.  His  religion  to  do  it,  I  fliould  be  very  glad  to  oblige 
was  fincerc  without  leverity,  his  morals  them.  You  mull  know  that  1  am  fome- 
ftruft  but  not  auftcre,  his  converfatioo  times  chairman  of  a  club,  where  fomc  of 
equally  inftru^Hve  and  pleaiant.  To  them  complain,  that  they  have  not  their 
fay  all  of  him  he  deferved  would  be  a  lhare  of  the  difcourfe,  and  others  (in 
hard  talk.  Let  it  fuffice  then — the  man  raillery,  1  fuppofe)  call  me  the  fine 
whom  the  biihop  of  WiiKrhcfter  honour-  fpcakcr.  I  have  offered  to  pay  double 
ed  as  a  friend,  the  man  whom  Mr  Addi-  for  my  club ;  but  that  wilj  not  fatisfy 
fon  admired  as  a  poet,  the  man  whofe  them.  Befides,  Mr  Guardian,  I  have 
goodnefs  and  integrity  Mr  Pope  had  in  heard  that  you  moralills  fay,  it  is  diffi- 
veneration,  could  be  no  ordinary  man.”  cult  for  a  man  to  talk  much  without  of* 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  editor  of  tbefe  fending  againft  truth,  innocence,  or  good 
lettersL,  that  they  will  be  deemed  no  un-  manners ;  and  bow  *do  1  know,  now  I 
fuiiable  addition  to  thofc  of  Swift  and  am  Icrious,  whether  this  unhappy  talent 
Pope,  as  they  ferve  to  throw  a  ftill  farther  may  not.  at  fon^e  time  or  other,  have  , 
light  on  the  hiftory  oi  learning,  and  to  mifled  me  into  falfchood,  uncharitable- 
ill  uflrate  the  characters  of  feveral  of  the  nefs,  or  fcandal?  It  is  poflible  that  tb# 
learned,  for  near  a  century  pad.  fuperfluity  of  my  dilcourfc  may  have 

The  following  letters  arc  Uken  from  fallen  upon  the  reputation  of  fomc  ho- 
the  firft  volume  of  this  work.  tied  man,  and  have  done  him  an  irrepa¬ 

rable  injury.  1  may,  in  the  torrent  of 
Three  tetters  (by  Afr  Hughes)  defgn-  my  loquacity,  have  Icffimcd  real  merit, 
ed  for  tbeOvARDi AS.  Now  firjl  or  magnified  little  failings,  beyond  the 
printed.  allowance  of  charity  and  humanity.  I 

may  have  railed  an  unjud  jealoufy  by  a 
S  I  flower  of  fpeech,  praCtii'ed  upon  creduli- 

“  THERE  arc  few  men  but  arc  ca-  ty  by  a  fmooth  fentcncc,  and,  in  the  heat 
pable,  at  fomc  time  or  other,  of  making  of  an  argument,  I  may  have  called  a 
a  right  Judgment  of  themfelvcs;  there-  man  knave  by  a  fliake  of  the  head,  and 
fore  having,  as  I  think,  caught  myiclf  in  a  flirug  of  the  Ihouldcrs.  To  be  plain, 
boc  of  thefc  wife  fits,  1  am  refolyed  to  1  have  fcarched  my  heart,  and  nod  therf 
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15  a  great  deal  of  vanity  at  the  bottom  of 
ri.  Therefore,  Mr  Guardian,  now  1  am 
in  a  proper  difpolition ;  if  yon  will  be 
plraltd  to  give  me  a  lecture  on  this  fub- 
ied,  and  be  lb  kind  as  to  convince  me 
that  1  am  a  coxcomb,  you  will  do  a  very 
particular  fervice  to,  Sir, 

Your  VI ry  humble  Icrvant.” 

7b  Nestor  Ironside,  Erq: 

Or.,  tjj  his  ahfencc„  to  thr  Keeper  rf 
the  Lion,  at  Button^s  Leppee-houje, 
Covcnt*Garden. 

Old  Ironside,  Sept,\Ti%> 

“  IF  your  lion  had  not  lels  breeding 
than  a  bear,  he  would  not  have  opened 
liis  throat  againfl  fo  genteel  a  diverfioii 
i\s  mallpierading  *,  vvhich  has  ever  been 
}ook<  d  upon,  in  all  polite  countries,  as 
tending  to  no  other  end  than  to  promote 
n  better  unoerftanding  between  the  lexes. 
3bit  1  fliall  take  another  opportunity, 
Mr  Ironfide,  to  talk  with  you  upon  this 
tubjeCt.  My  great  bulinefs  is  with  the 
bon ;  and,  lince  this  favage  has  behaved 
bimftif  fo  rudely,  1  do,  by  thefe  prefents, 
chllaenge  him  to  meet  me  at  the  next 
mafqnerade,  and  dclire  you  will  give  or- 
«lers  to  Mr  Button  to  bring  him  thither 
in  all  his  terrors,  where,  in  defence  of 
the  iniKx*ence  of  thefv  innocent  amufe- 
menis,  1  intend  to  appear  againft  him,  in 
the  habit  of  fignor  Nicolini,  to- try  the 
merits  of  this  canfc  by  tingle  combat. 

Yours,  &c.  '  Incognito. 

Honest  Nf s ■»'cr, 
it  pk’xhKE  flop  your  lion’s  month  a 
little  on  the  chapter  of  mafqnerading. 
1  h.'ive  purliied  a  dear  creature  feveral  of 
Ihefe  gay  nights  through  three  or  four  as 
iKld  changes  as  any  in  Ovid's  Meta- 
viorphofes,  and  flie  has  promiled.  at  the 
rext.  in  the  habit  of  a  gipfy,  to  tell  me 
tinaliy  my  fortune.  '  Be  dumb  till  then, 
and  afterwards  fay  w  hat  yon  pleafe. 

Yours,  Ti  M.  Frol  I  c  K.” 

A  Letter  from  Mr  Hughes  to  Mr 
Atidifon. 

Dear  Sir, 

“  1  DO  not  doubt  but  you  know,  by 
this  time,  that  Mr  Steele  has  abruptly 
dropped  the  Guardi  at,  f.  He  has  puh- 
lilhed  this  day  a  paper  called  the  Eng- 

*  G uardiflr.,\6\.  ii.  No.  141, 154. 
t  7/r  iaj} -number  of  the  Guardian 
ra'rtj  puhlijhcd  Oil,  I.  1715. 


lijhman,^  which  begins  w’ith  an  anfwer 
to  the  Examiner^  written  with  great 
boldnefs  and  fpirit,  and  ihow'S  that  hi» 
thoughts  are  at  prefent  iniirely  on  poli¬ 
tics.  Some  of  his  friends  are  in  pain  a- 
bout  him,  and  are  concerned  that  a  pa¬ 
per  fliould  be  difcontinucd,  which  migut 
have  been  generally  entertaining  without 
engaging  i«  party  matters.  -  * 

“  1  know  not  whether  any  fuch  paper 
as  the  Guardian  may  hereaher  be  at-* 
tempted  by  other  hands.  I  remember 
you  were  once  pleafed-  to  alk  me,  w'hat 
1  thought  w’ould  be  a  good  plan?  and 
this  unexpeded  occafion  has  given  me  a 
thought,  which  I  beg  leave  to'  otter  to 
your  confideration  :  and  becaufe  I  can¬ 
not,  at  this  diftance,  fo  w^el!  explain  it  to 
you  in  the  compals  of  a  letter,!  inclofc 
a  night  fketch  I  have  juft  begun  of  it  to^ 
day:  only  1  muft  acquaint  you,  that 
wdiai  1  fend  is  a  fcquel  of  a  paper  which 
is  to  o{>en  the  plan,  and  which  dtlcrlbes 
a  fiKieiy  of  learned  men,  of  various  cha- 
raders,  w'ho  meet  together  to  carry  on 
a  converfatibn  on  all  kinds  of  fubjedi^ 
and  who  impow'er  their  fecrctary'to  draw 
up  any  of  their  difconrlifs,  or  publifh 
any  of  their  writings  under  the  title  of 
the  Regifter,  By^this  means;  I'lhinfc 
the  towm  might  be  entertained  with  dia-' 
logue,  w  hich  whll  be  a  new'  way  of  wth 
ting,  either  related  or  fet  down  in  form, 
under  the  names  of  different  fpeakers; 
and  fometimes  with  dHys,  or  With  dif- 
courfes  in  the  perfoii  of  the  writer  of  the 
paper.’  .  .  :  . 

-  “  I  chufc  to  fend  you  the  fecond  pa¬ 
per,  though  unfinifticd,  becaufe  you  w  ill 
fee  an  otter  in  it  at  a  new- invented  cha* 


rader,  with  a  caft  of  oddnels  in  it  to 
draw  attention,  and  to  lay  a  foundation 
for  a  great  variety  of  matter  and  of  ad¬ 
ventures. 

“  I  wifh  I  could  tempt  you,  by  any 
flight  thought  of  mine,  to  take  fomething 
this  kind  into  confideration :  1  fliould* 
on  fuch  condition,  be  willing  to  furnifh 
one  paper  in  a  week,  on  this,  dr  ary 
plan  you  (hall  think  more  proper; 
without  you  I  fhall  make  no  farther  ofe 
of  it.  .  '  -  •  *  -  ‘ 


“  I  fhall  only  add,  that  it  is  my  opi- 
on,  and,  I  believe,  that  of  moft  others, . 
lat  fuch  a  paper  ihould  be-  Only  thw 
mes  a-week:  When  4t‘ fhould  begin, 

'  whether  at  aU  or  no,  I  fubmit  to  you; 

id  ftiall  be  glad  to  be  favoored-with  a 

wr  lines  from  you  on  this,  direded  to 
e  in,  &c.  John  Hoghei*^ 


f 


E  D  INB 


Miniates  of  the  Select  Commit¬ 
tee  appointed  to  inquire  into  Eaft- 
India  ajjairs. 

Col.  Smith’d  Letter  to  Mr  Verelft, 
Prefident  of  Fort  William.  [P.  376.] 

HOW  far,  and  by  what  inftruments 
I  engaged  in  commerce,  I  will  now 
relite.  You  mult  remember,  when  I 
was  fworn  a  metnl)er  of  the  council,* 
the  duftiick  oath  was  tendered  to  me. 
The  whole  board  mult  remember  I  then 
declined  taking  that  oath,  becaufe  1  ne¬ 
ver  had,  nor  ever  intended,  to  enter  in¬ 
to  con^niercial  fcheincs,  as  I  confidercd 
commerce  to  be  incompatible  with  my 
proftflion.  Doubtlefs,  you  mud  alfo  re- 
fntmber,  that  foon  after  this  you  your- 
felf  obferved  to  me,  and  I  w'ill  fup- 
poi'e  with  a  very  friendly  intention, 
that  you  thought  I  was  wrong  in  giving 
up  the  greated,  and,  indeed,  only  advan¬ 
tage  from  my  new  appointment.  I  ob¬ 
ferved,  that  I  did  not  with  to  fee  any 
commerce  whatever  carried  oh  by  the 
otbeers  of  the  army;  and,  although  I 
was  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  a  duf- 
tnek,  yet  I  did  not  chufc  to  fet  the  ex¬ 
ample.  You  replied,  that  general  Car- 
nac  had  been  concerned  in  trade,  which 
was  carried  on  by  yourfcif,  or  others  on 
bis  account;  and  that  you  advifed'^rhe 
to  be  concerned  with  Mr  RuflTcI,  who 
Would  tranfadt  thefe  affairs  for  me.  I 
thanked  you  for  your  advice,  and  faid  I 
would  confider  of  h.  I  refledted  that 
my  predeccllbr  had  received  great  emo- 
Jurntnts  frt>m  his  ftation,  perhaps  30,000 
pounds  for  two  years;  that  the  compa¬ 
ny’s  orders  had  taken  away  the  only 
emolument  I  could  expedt  to  receive  in 
their  fcrvice,  and  thereby  reduced  all 
my  appointments  to  the  Icanty  pittance 
of  500I.  per  annum,  betides  defraying 
my  field  expenccs ;  that  neither  the  com¬ 
pany  at  home,  nor  Jord  Clive  abroad, 
had  made  the  leaft  provifion  for  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  of  the  forces.  Thus 
fituated,  I  thought  I  might  endeavowr, 
with  fome  degree  of  propriety,  to  iiK 
creafe  my  capital  by  a  commercial  fyf- 
tem,  carried  on  by  a  friend  who  was 
A  member  of  the  board,  and  who  was  fo 
obliging  as  to  take  that  trouble  for  me. 
Of  this  you  was  informed,  and  foon  af¬ 
ter  1  took  the  duftuck  oath.  Here,  then, 
Is  explained  the  caufes  and  motives 
♦ 

,  *  In  1767. 


which  induced  me  to  engage  in  com¬ 
merce;  and  now  you  are  to  be  informed 
how  far  I  engaged  in  it.  Our  firft  effay 
was  in  the  purchale  of  your  lhare  in  the 
cargoes  of  cotton  from  Surat,  at  an  ad¬ 
vance  of  50,000  rupees  upon  the  prime 
colt,  by  which  purchafe  you  will  do  me 
the  jufticc  to  fay,  1  have  not  gained  any 
advantage.  My  fecond  adventure  was 
of  fundry  articles  exported  by  the  com¬ 
pany,  and  bought  at  their  falcs,  fur 
which  yi>ur  duftuck  was  granted  to  the 
limits  of  the  provinces.  Thefe  articles 
were  fold  many  months  fince,  but  not 
before  1  dllcovered  that  this  commerciat 
fyftem,  if  purfued,  would  engrofs  too 
much  of  my  time  from  more  important 
occupations.  1  therefore  dropped  all 
thoughts  of  profecuting  the  plan,  and, 
as  I  had  feveral  gentlemen  of  my  family 
who  had  merited  well,  both  from  the 
public  and  from  me,  gentlemen  whom 
I  wanted  to  ferve,  but  wanted  any  other 
means  of  doing  it;  asnongft  them  1  di¬ 
vided  the  profits  of  the  adventure,  as  I 
propofe  doing  by  whatever  emolument 
may  arife  from  the  advaiM  of  35,000 
rupees  made  on  my  account  at  the  au- 
rungs  in  Bengal.  It  only  remains  for 
me  to  treat  of  my  third  and  laft  attempt. 
;hc  faltpetre  concern.  You  mull  re¬ 
member  that  this  article  of  commerce 
was  mentioned  to  you  both  by  Mr  Ruf- 
fel  and' me,  when  I  was  at  Calcutta. 
You  fo  far  approved  the  fcheme,  that  at 
the  defire  of  Mr  Ruffcl  you  wrote  a  let¬ 
ter  to  Sujah  DowTah,  to  reqiicft  he 
would  grant  that  gentleman’s  Gomaftati 
the  excltifivc  privilege  of  piirchafing  falt- 
petre  in  his  dominions.  This  letter  Mr 
Ruflel  inclofed  to  me.  I  received  it  at 
Monghyr,  when  on  my  journey  to  Afla- 
habad ;  and  when  the  ^abob  paid  me  a 
vifit  on  my  arrival  there,  I  delivered  to 
him  your  letter,  and  feconded  your  rc- 
queft.  At  that  time  nothing  was  fet¬ 
tled  ;  but  the  Nabob  dr  fired  Ifmael  Beg 
to  attend  him  to  Fy-fabad  for  the  ad- 
juftment  of  this  matter.  Some  time  af¬ 
ter  a  purwaunah  was  granted  to  him  for 
Hn  exclufive  privilege  of  making  faltpetre 
throughout  the  Nabob’s  dominions,  u- 
pon  condition  that  he  would  fupply  the 
Nabob  with  whatever  quantity  he  re¬ 
quires!  at  prime  cbft;  and,  as  IfmacI  Beg 
was  recommended  to  this  employment 
liy  me,  you  may  fuppofe  that  Mr  Ruftcl 
and  mylclf  would  have  had  the  refufal 
of  whatever  quantity  was  made  above 
that  which  the  Nabob  would  require  for. 


his  own  life,  and  thi^»  to  be  delivered  at 
the  C.irumnairihct  river,  boanding  the 
iUhar  province.  In  cuni'equence  of  this 
purwaniiah,  llmaei  Beg  began  to  make 
his  arrangements  for  the  manufadnring 
of  Ciltpelie  after  the  rains  IhouM  have 
fubfided ;  bill  in  the  interim  arofe  thofe 
fufpicions  of  the  duplicity  of  Sujah 
Dt)wla!/s conduct.  The  bare  poilibility 
of  his  meditating  hoftilitie»  gave  me  the 
alarm;  for,  being  convinced  how  faith¬ 
fully  we  had  fnltiilcd  our  engagements 
to  him,  and  rcCccting  that,  as  he  could 
have  no  juft  grounds  to  allcdge  t\)r  a 
)uptmc  with  us,  he  mult  therefore  feek 
a  pretext  to  give  lome  colouring  to  his 
condn»tt;  and  it  was  nt>t  inipofiibie  but 
that  inch  a  man  might  reprefent  to  the 
world  this  purwannah,  which  was  his 
own  tree  grant,  to  have  been  obtained 
from  him  by  improper  foricitation.  No 
fooner  ilid  this  luggelliou  ftrike  me  but 
4  denied  Ifmael  Beg  to  fulpenil  the  corn- 
inencenienr  of  this  manufacture ;  and 
when  i  viiited  the  Nabcb,  you  already 
know  that  a  tiiuil  ftop  was  put  to  this 
uifeiir.  I  have  only  to  add,  that  I  do 
not  know  of  any  faltpctre  having  been 
made  under  the  fanClion  of  this  piu*- 
wannah;  and,  1  can  aflirm,  that  not  a 
fmgle  pavticic  has  been  leeeived.  Here,  j 
Sir,  is  ihe  hillory  of  Ifmael  Beg,  and 
the  faltpctre  purwannah.  And  now. 
Sir,  I  cannot  avoid  teftifydng  my  ex¬ 
treme  furjirizc  at  yonrtpiery;  “1C,  on 
the  contrary,  they  lecond  your  remon- 
llrance,  with  that  degree  of  vigour  you 
toll  them  it  diould,  by  relolving  to  de¬ 
tect  and  punilh  every  aggitiror,  may  not 
your  name  happen  to  fund  iccoided  at 
the  head  of  the  lift:”  Upon  what  part 
of  my  contluCt,  Sir,  can  you  found  fiich 
a  queftion  ?  Vv  hei  Jn  have  1  aded  difle- 
rciiily  from  ytai  f*  Could  1  conceive  the 
purch'ifing  of  faltpctre  in  Snjah  Dow- 
lah's  dominions  fundamentally  wrong, 
when  you  yoiirfclf  wrote  to  Siijah  Dow- 
lah  in  favour  of  Mr  RufitTs  Gomaftah  ? 
Could  1  conceive  it  to  be  a  prohibited 
ci.mmerce  vvheii  you  yomiVlf  encou¬ 
raged  it  ?  Coukl  1  imagine  it  contrary 
to  the  regulation  of  the  leled  committee 
when  you,  who  prehded  in  that  com¬ 
mittee,  made  nfe  of  your  influence  to 
introduce  it 1  little  expeded  that  you. 
Sir,  would  have  been  the  pert'on  to  fug- 
geft  that  Ifmael  Beg  was  employed  to 
raile  the  fialtpctre  trade  into  a  monopoly 
throughout  the  greateft  part  of  the  Na¬ 
bob's  dominions.  Had  Ifmael  beg,  iu 


confequcncc  of  the  Nabob's  grant,  been 
the  only  manufacturer  of  faltpetre  in  his 
territoriei,  he  would  have  enjoyed  that 
privilege  by  the  permiflion  of  him  alone 
who  had  a  right  to  grant  it.  ** 

That  you  never  granted  duftueks  into 
the  Nabob’s  dominions,  I  molt  fiiiccrcly 
believe;  but  I  cannot  conceive  how  it 
could  remain  unknown  to  you,  that 
they  were  granted  to  others :  for  I  think 
there  is  an  exprefs  order  of  the  commit* 
tee,  that  all  duftueks  or  purwannahs 
lhall  be  regiftcred,  and  monthly  leiiwns 
made  from  the  feveral  factories  to  the 
cuftom-houfc  at  Calcutta  ;  aud  the  fmal- 
lelt  reference  to  thofe  records  w'ould 
have  ftiown  you  that  duftueks  had  b^cn 
fiequently  granted  from  Patna  and 
Muxadavad,  for  every  fpecies  of  mer¬ 
chandize  in  the  Nabob  Sujah  Do wlah’s 
country.  Senhble  that  my  rcprcfcnta- 
tions  to  the  b^iard  of  the  5ih  ult.  were 
made  upon  the  moft  mature  deliberation, 
and,  confident  that  no  one  aCtion  of  mine 
ftauds  in  need  of  concealment,  however 
friendly  may  be  your  txpreffions  of  con- 
ccin,  upon  a  luppofition  that  1  have  aCt- 
ed  in  an  unguarded  manner,  1  cannot 
admit  of  their  propriety,,  fince  1  fee  no 
caufe  for  their  application ;  and,  in  re¬ 
gard  to  your  declaration,  that  no  diffe- 
rcucc  of  opinion  in  public  affairs  ftiould 
have  fway  with  you,  when  matters  of  a 
private  concern  are  under  your  confidc- 
1  at  ion  ;  1  can  oyly  f.iy,  that  it  is  a  worthy 
lemimcnt,  but  it  cannot  have  the  fmal- 
left  reference  to  me,  as  il  is  impoffiWe 
for  you,  as  governor  of  this  fettlement, 
with  prOj^riety  to  countenance,  or  for 
me,  as  coiumander  in  chief,  with  confif- 
tency  to  be  conneded  in  any  Iranfaijtion 
which  requires  privacy  on  my  i>art,  or 
connivance  on  yours.  How  far  I  have 
ever  engaged  in  mercantile  affairs,  you 
have  been  fully  informed;  and,  as  I  am 
above  palliating  an  error  in  judgment,  I 
will  frankly  confefs  to  you,  that  it  is  the 
only  part  of  my  condutft  which  I  cannot 
approve  upon  reflection  ;  not  that  1  had 
any  caufe  whatever  to  judge  this  iran- 
faiftion  deferving  of  cenfure  in  itfelf,  but 
for  an  example  it  difplays  to  otbexi,  who 
might  not  reflect  that  my  bciug  a  mcm- 
l>er  of  the  crnmcil  admitted  me  to  privi¬ 
leges  no  other  military  man  could  enjof# 
It  is  now  fixtecn  years  fiucc  1  bore  a 
litary  commilfion  in  this  fervicc;  aod 
wdiere  is  the  man  that  can  fay  I  ever  had 
a  ccmimercial  concern,  until  it  was  fug* 
gefttd  to  me  by  .you?  I  was,  howcvCTi 


1 


EDINBURGH 

^oon  convinced  of  my  error,  and  as  foon 
J  renounced  alt  thoughts  of  iiKreafing 
nry  fin  tunc  on  mercantile  principles; 
and,  Sir,  I  dare  appeal  to  you,  and  to  the 
whole  world,  whether  I  have  manifefted 
the  leaft  avidity  for  w’ealth;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  the  opportunities  I  have  had  of 
acquiring  a  very  large  fortune  are  noto- 
rioiifly  known.  It  is  equally  knowm  that 
I  have  not  availed  myfelf,  in  the  fmalleft 
degree,  of  that  opportunity,  but  have 
preferred  mediocrity  and  an  unblemifhcd 
reputation.  The  time  is  now  approach¬ 
ing  when  you  will  be  fully  informed 
what  opinion  I  have  conceived  of  your 
condud  towards  me.  My  letter,  of 
yefteriiay's  date,  to  the  feled  committee 
requeued  their  permiflion  for  me  to  re- 
turnr  to  the  prefidency,  that  I  might  pre¬ 
pare  for  my  embarkation  to  Europe. 
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When  cool  refledion  fliall  banith  hafty 
prejudice;  when  jealoufies  and  lufpicioni 
can  no  longer  be  entertained,  then  per¬ 
haps  it  may  appear  that  you  have  judged 
of  me  and  my  adions  through  a  falfe 
medium,  and  conduded  yourfelf  accoi^ 
dingly.  How  much  1  endeavoured  to 
obtain  your  confidence,  I  will  freely  ac¬ 
knowledge;  and  it  was  becaufb  I  could 
forefee  that  the  welfare  of  the  company 
was  very  nearly  interefted  in  a  good  un- 
derftanding  between  the  governor  and 
commander  in  chief,  and  the  events  of 
laft  year  have  juftified  my  opinion.  How 
well  you  have  adhered  to  the  declara¬ 
tions  you  made  to  me  in  perfon,  will  ap¬ 
pear  hereafter.  In  the  mean  time  I  have 
the  honour  to  profefs  myfelf  with  great 
refped.  (Signed)  R,  Si 

(  To  be  continued, ) 


HISTORY. 
December  17. — to  24* 


TURKEY. 

Conflantinopity  Ofl,  la. 

HERE  arrive  every  day  in  this  ca¬ 
pital  vaft  quantities  of  provifions 
of  every  fort ;  and  the  people  having 
provifions  cheap,  and  in  plenty,  we  re¬ 
main  in  the  greateft  tranquillity.  Tho* 
the  conferences  towards  forwarding  a 
peace  are  carrying  OB,  the  greateft  pre¬ 
parations  arc  making  in  order  to  fend 
recruits  and  ftorcs  to  the  army  under  the 
grand  vizir,  to  whom  likewife  vaft  quan¬ 
tities  of  fpecic  have  been  fent.  The 
fultan  takes  every  method  to  render  his 
government  refpc^able,  and  h'*s  promi- 
fed  double  payment  to  the  fliip-carpen- 
ters,  and  other  w^orkmen,  in  order  that 
he  may  have  a  certain  number  of  fhips 
ready  at  a  fixed  period.” 

POLAND. 

0 

Warfanvy  Nov,  25.  “  It  is  alTnred 
that  the  king  is  rcfolved  to  make  a  tour 
to  Lithuania  very  foon,  in  order  to  vifit 
I  the  domains  in  the  diftri^  of  Grodno;* 
that  his  majefty  will  proceed  from  thence 
to  Bialyftock,  and  the  fine  eftates  belong¬ 
ing  thereto.  The  Auftrians  have  includ¬ 
ed  in  their  acquifitions  the  towns  of  Za- 
Icfzczyk  and  larlowiecz,  which  makes 
part  of  the  patrimonial  c^tc  of  our  mo¬ 


narch  :  they  have  even  already  occupied 
the  firft  of  thefe  places.” 

GERMANY. 

Viennay  Nov,  25.  **  A  Polilh* noble¬ 
man  of  diftin<ftion  arrived  here  the  day 
before  yefterday,  and  immediately  had 
the  honour  of  a  private  audience  with 
his  imperial  majefty,  which  lafted  above 
three  hours :  and,  on  the  very  fame  dayj 
that  nobleman  was  fecured.  No  Irody 
Imows  who  he  is,-  nor  the  reafon  of  hit 
imprifonment,  or  the  caule  of  the  expe¬ 
ditious  audience,  on  his  requeft,  at  the 
very  hour  of  his  arrival.” 

Lower  Elhcy  No^,  50.  “  The^r 
write  from  Saxony,  that  recruits  are 
raifing  there  to  the  amount  of  14,000 
men ;  and  that  the  regiments  already  on 
foot  have  eacli  received  their  tents,  with 
orders  to  hold  thcmfeivcs  conftantly  rea¬ 
dy  to  march.  It  is  reported  that  two 
certain  powers  intend  to  fend  confide- 
rable  Aims  to  the  king  of  Sweden,  to 
enable  him  to  fupport  the  balance  of  the 
north,  and  prevent  the  furlhcr  progreft 
of  a  neighbouring  power.”  * 

Hamhurghy  Dec,  $,  “  The  follovr- 
ing  anecdote  is^n  all  our  public  papers. 
The  king  of  PruflBa  faid  to  baron  Vm 
Swictenj-the  royal  ftnprrial  amhafTador 
at  the  court  of  Berlin,  when  be  took  Ibo 
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leave  of  his  majefty,  before  fettinjr  out 
for  fomc  monUis  to  Vienna,  “  Tell  the 
cniprefii-qiiecn,  that  ft»c  need  not  be  un- 
eafy  with  relped:  to  the  rcfiftance  of  the 
Polanders,  regarding  lier  part  of  that 
kingdom,  for  there  are  100,000  men, 
with  myfclf  at  their  head,  at  her  fer- 
vice.” 

Berlltty  Dec.  8.  “  By  the  humane 

and  wife  precautions  of  the  Prulfian  mo- 
narch,  the  diftrefles  of  the  poor  in  Berlin 
and  the  adjacent  country  have  been 
greatly  alleviated.  The  bounUcs  allow¬ 
ed  on  bringing  in  corn,  cattle,  &c.  and 
fuel,  with  the  fevere  penalties  laid  on  fe- 
creting  thofc  articles,  have  had  the  dc- 
firtd  etfed.  Public  magazines  of  corn 
have  been  opened,  and  fold  at  a  very  mo¬ 
derate  price,  and  the  markets  for  fome 
weeks  pall  have  been  greatly  overftocked 
with  cattle,  which  has  much  reduced  the 
price. — The  king  enjoys  but  a  precarious 
ilate  of  health,  and  is  often  confined  to 
his  chamber,  but  hisaffiduity  in  bulinefs 
ccafcs  not.” 

ITALY. 

Jlomfy  Nov.  5.  “  The  refolution  taken 
for  the  total  extinction  of  the  fociety  of 
the  Jefiiiis  is  now  certain  beyond  a 
d(»ubt,  and  publicly  talked  of  here.  The 
ableft  men  among  the  heads  of  that  fra¬ 
ternity,  have  been  very  bufy  of  late,  con¬ 
triving  a  future  plan  of  lifefor  thcmfclves, 
and  fuch  of  their  brethren  as  do  not 
chul'c  to  become  members  of  any  other 
of  the  religious  orders;  and  it  is  general¬ 
ly  thought  they  will  fix  on  fome  mer¬ 
cantile  fcheme  :  for  you  know  there  have 
been  great  merchants  among  them,  wit- 
nefs  the  famous  Pere  la  Valette,  who 
foimerly  refided  at  Marfeilles.  In  iliort, 
from  what  1  can  Icam,  I  think  wc  may 
cxixrit  to  ice  the  quondam  jefuits,  in 
fome  years  hence,  the  greateft,  perhaps 
almofi  the  folc  bankers  in  Europe;  at 
lead  if  this  is  not  the  cafe,  it  will  nei¬ 
ther  be  for  want  of  money,  ambition,  or 
abilities:  what  they  intend  is,  to  make 
regular  eftablifhments  at  Paris,  Madrid, 
Genoa,  Rome,  and  Vienna,  and  they  are 
tt)  begin  their  work  by  ilTuing  a  kind  of 
bank  -notes  to  the  bearer,  payable  by 
their  cashiers  at  every’  town  of  Europe, 
and  pa.t  ct  Afia.  on  fuch  favourable 
ter  us  as  to  inake  ir  theiniereft  of  am- 
br<fiad'*rs,  C(jimils,  nicrchanis,  travellers, 
and  ^il  others,  to  ufc  them.  They  have 
Ukca  ihi*  hint  from  a  iimilar  banking 


corapaBy  in  the  city  of  London,'  wh(? 
now  fupply  almoft  all  the  Englilh  travel¬ 
lers  with  a  kind  of  bank-notes  for  their 
cxpences,  by  which  they  have  fometimei 
more  than  five  per  cent,  in  Italy;  and  I 
do  not  fee  why  the  jefuit  banking-com¬ 
pany  may  not  c<|ually  fuccced.  It  is  cer¬ 
tain  they  have  already  made  application! 
to  the  courts  of  Verlailles  and  Madrid  • 
for  liberty  to  relide  in  France  and  Spain, 
on  condition  that  they  ihall,  in  no  ihape, 
intermeddle  with  religion  or  politics, 
and  give  fecurity  for  their  good  beha¬ 
viour  during  a  certain  number  of  years.” 

S  P  A  N I  S  H  Wr  E  S  T  - 1  N  D  I E  S. 

Sevilley  Nov.  ao.  “  Wc  have  receiv¬ 
ed  a  confirmation  here  by  feveral  Ihips 
from  the  Spanilh  Wcft-Indics  lately  ar¬ 
rived,  of  the  difagrccablc  news  of  much 
damage  being  done  there  by  the  late 
hurricanes.  The  iflands  in  the  Gulph  of 
Mexico,  the  provinces  of  Darien,  Hon¬ 
duras,  and  Cofta  Rica,  have  fufFcrcd  very 
much;  the  Ihips  in  the  fea-ports  of  the 
two  former  provinces  were  moft  of  them 
drove  on  lliore  and  many  of  them  beat 
to  pieces ;  fome  Spanilh  Ihips  of  war, 
which  were  cruizing  in  the  bay  of  Mexi¬ 
co,  were  thrown  on  fhorc  on  the  Darien 
coaft,  and  one  of  them  was  totally  loft, 
with  feveral  of  the  crew.  The  town  of 
Valadolid  has  likewife  experienced  the 
general  diftrefs,  one  of  the  churches, 
with  two  monafteriea,  and  fevertl  houfes, 
were  blown  down,  but  happily  no  lives 
loit.” 

SOUTH-AMERICA. 

Lijhoriy  Nov.  17.  “  Wc  have  juft 
received  the  difagrccable  news  here,  that 
a  general  difaffc<5tion  now  reigns  through 
all  the  Brazils  among  tho-negroes,  It)diaa 
Haves,  ike.  In  the  captainfhips  tf  Para 
and  Maragnan  they  have  frequently  rifen^ 
and,  when  their  defeat  has  enfued,  they 
fly  to  the  Indians  in  the  internal  part  of 
tlje  country,  where,  it  is  (aid,  they  have 
a  very  formidable  body ;  and,  as  moftof 
them  iinderftand  the  European  manner 
of  fighting,  and  are  furnilhed  with  armif 
&c.  the  report  of  their  intention  toextir* 
pate  the  Portuguefc  intirely  gains  ^ound 
every  day,  and  fills  all  perfons  with  ap* 
prehenfions  for  their  lives  and  propciti^ 
Every  method  is  taken  to  fupprefs  tlw 
fears.  The  garrifon  of  Corpora  is  added 
to  that  of  Yara  or  Belem,  aad  the 
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yu.inlson  the  frontiers  towards  the  A-  confequcntly  thefe  building*  fiiffered  the 
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iiiazoii  s  country  arc  doubled.” 

WEST-INDIES. 

Tkffollo*ivi(^  is  a  circumjlantial  ac^ 
count  oj  the  hurricane  nuhich  hap¬ 
pened  at  St  Croix ^  on  the  %\Jl  of 
lajit  dated  St  Thotaas^Sy 
Sept.  lo.  1771. 

“  On  tne  31  It  of  laft  month,  in  the 
afternoon,  between  four  and  fiveo’clock, 
the  vvii’.d  being  N.  N.  £.  a  inoft  violent 
hifi'iicane,  the  like  to  which  has  never 
been  known  before,  began  to  ruih  moft 
terribly,  accompanied  with  moft  Ihock- 
ing  whirlwinds  and  ftorms  of  rain;  fo 
that  we  really  believed  thefe  three  elc- 
mentp  bad  determined  to  fwallow  us  up. 
The  lea  began  to  rt>ar  ib  much,  that  the 
noife  was  heard  above  a  hundred  miles 
olf.  The  wind  raged  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  every  one  thought  it  was  the  laft 
day.  The  fea  fwelled  up  feventy  feet 
above  the  nfual  height,  tore  all  the 
houfes  near  the  fhorc  to  pieces,  and 
razed  them  even  to  the  foundations; 
beams,  planks,  and  ftones,  flew  through 
the  air  like  feathers.  The  wall  round 
the  king's  ftore-houfe,  which  was  above 
a  yard  thick,  w^as  thrown  downi  to  the 
ground,  and  flew  a  hundred  yards  off. 
All  the  fruit  which  was  in  the  open 
fields,  or  plantations,  was^totally  ruined, 
as  well  from  the  hurricane  as  from  the 
heavy  water- floods.  The  fugars  fuffer- 
ed  the  moft.  The  plantations  ihemfclvcs 
are  ruined  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  is 
impofliblc  for  them  to  be  cultivated  next 
year,  as  all  the  trees  were  rooted  up, 
W'hich  occafioned  holes  of  four,  five,  and 
fix  feet,  in  the  ground.  The  trees  that  : 
were  thus  broken  and  rooted  up,  arc  ftill  j 


firft.  Ships  which  were  expected  here 
with  provilions  are  loft  in  the  hurricane. 
No  planter  has  provi(u»n  for  his  negroes, 
lb  that  we  arc  under  a  perpetual  tear  of 
an  infurredion  amongft  them.  The  go¬ 
vernor  of  St  Croix  has  not  only  made 
the  importation  of  provifions  fiee  front 
duty,  but  has  tilfered  a  reward  to  thofc 
who  fliaii  bring  provitio^8  here  during 
the  firft  three  months.  All  the  fliips  ac 
the  different  harbours  were  call  alhore, 
and  driven  from  fifty  to  a  hundred  yards 
on  the  land,  capt.  Hanlon’s,  and  a  Dutch 
Ihip  excepted,  w^hofe  cables  did  not 
'  bleak.  Capt.  Oartbolomy,  who  took  in 
a  cargo  of  fugar,  was  call  itpon  a  find- 
hill,  and  will,  with  much  diflicuity,  be 
got  oflT.  The  following  fliips  were 
thrown  upon  the  dry  land  at  St  Croix: 
Capt.  BcK'lle,  Krablxr,  Lodberg,  Dcfl^a, 
the  King’s  bark,  and  the  North  Ameri¬ 
can,  with  other  Hoops  and  harks,  were 
thrown  into  a  bulh  above  a  hundred 
yards  from  the  harbour.  St  Eull  itri  is 
quite  ruintd. — The  damage  at  St  Croix 
is  computed  at  5,000.000  doll  irs,  and  at 
St  Thomas’s  to  290,000  dollars.” 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  St  I'incent'^^ 
dated  Oci.  3. 

“  My  laft  informed  you  of  the  alarm 
occafioned  by  the  Caraibs  coming  down 
into  Cumberland  Valley;  it  appeam 
fince,  that  there  w’cre  about  thirty  of 
them,  and  that  fume  of  the  yellow,  or 
native  Caraibs  (whom  we  had  always 
coiifideretl  as  a  harmlcfs,  innofteulivc 
race  of  people),  were  of  the  number.-— 
The  mifchicf  they  did  was  confined  to 
Mr  Bruce’s  plantation.  They  burnt  the 
works  (except  the  water-wheel  and 
mill,)  the  ftore  houfe,  Ikk  houfe,  ne- 
groc- houfes,  and  every  other  building  on 


lying  in  the  plantations,  befidcs  fcveral  the  eftate  (extept  the  dwelling- houtc)» 


heavy  ftones  w  hich  were  tbriiwn  down 
from  the  mountains;  therefore  it  will 
require  above  a  twelvemonth’s  time  to 
clear  the  plantations,  and  to  bring  them 
into  a  fituation  able  to  be  cultivated  a- 
gain.  The  fea  fwelled  in  fuch  a  rapid 
manner,  that  it  overtook  above  260  per- 
fons,  who  ran  up  to  the  mountains  to 
favc  themfclves.  At  Chriftianftadt  460 
houfes  were  thrown  down,  befides  the 
houfes  which  were  built  upon  the  plan¬ 
tations,  w'hich  are  computed  at  fixty- 
three.  All  the  magazines,  ftores,  and 


which  would  have  lhared  the  Uiiic  laic 
in  a  few  minutes,  but  for  the  neighbour* 
ing  guard  of  militia,  and  other  gentle* 
men,  on  whole  approach  they  retired. 

“  The  militia  found  in  the  dwcliuig- 
houfe  proper  materials  fi>r  fire  ready 
laid,  and  beginning  to  blaze.  The  beds 
and  furniture  of  every  kind  were  cut  to 
pieces;  they  were  even  inhuman  enough 
to  murder  two  fuiall  negroe  children, 
kill  four  mules,  and  deftroy  every  thing 
that  came  in  their  way.  Had  the  caries 
been  riper,  the  flames  mull  have  fpread 


provifions,  arc  quite  ruined ;  as  the  grea-  through  the  whole  pbntation. 
tell  part  of  them  ufed  to  be  laid  up  in  ‘‘.At  laft  the  31ft  ry»:iineDt,  under  the 
the  garrets,  and  in  other  flight  houfes,  command  of  major  M‘Kenzic,  is  arrived; 
VoL.XVlII.  Cgg 


vliich,  1  hope,  will  give  us  force  fiifli- 
cient  to  ani'wer  all  purposes.  This  arri¬ 
val  has  produced  a  change  of  council ;  all 
our  advanced  polls  are  Hill  maintained, 
and  the  few  artillery  wc  have  being  now 
likewife  advanced,  we  expert  every  day 
to  Iwar  of  fome  important  llrokc. 

“A  party  of  volunteers  is  formed  to 
attack  them  in  their  own  way,  viz, 
bulh-iighttng.  It  conlillschicHy  of  young 
and  a(i^tive  French  proprietors,  who  have 
been  tiled  to  traverfe  tlie  woods,  arul 
who  (with  a  |>ro|HT  number  of  negroes) 
are  now  g«>ing  to  ferret  them  out  from 
their  lurking  places.  I  have  great  hopes  of 
the  fiiccels  (if  this  plan,  and  the  rather 
as  Monf.  La  Croix  (who  is  to  be  at  tlie 
head  of  the  volunteers),  has  lately  had 
fome  of  his  buildings  dellroyed  by  the 
Caraibs." 

A  M  E  R  1  C  .A. 

C7u  rlcjlo'ivn^  Soiith-Cjrolina  OS}.  19. 

“  111'*  majelly’s  Ihip  G'aigow,.  lying 
in  H  imploii  roSil,  in  Virginia,  on  Friday 
Sept.  4.  in  ihe  evening,  was  llrnck  with 
lightning.  The  fiiretop-gallantmall,  top- 
inaH,  and  Hnemafl,  were  rendered  ufe- 
U  ls ;  and  fevcral  of  tlie  peo^dc  were  af¬ 
fected,  but  not  mucli  hurt.  On  exa¬ 
mining  the  mall  it  was  obferved,  that 
the  ligtitning  had  reached  within  a  foot 
ot  i!je  magaziire,  its  courfe  of  d'redion 
having  been  altered  by  the  refiilanee  it 
met  With  at  the  lower  deck/’ 

ENGLAND. 

I.ONOON,  Dec.  12. — to  19. 

l‘hey  advife  from  Peterfburgh,  that 
fome  of  the  new  railed  regiments  have 
lately  been  dilbanded. 

'Fhey  write  from  Peterfburgh  that 
fome  people  of  d  Hi  nation  have  lately 
been  feized  there,  on  fufpicion  of  a  dclign 
againllthe  cmprel’s. 

Letters  fi  iim  Vienna  fay  that  fome  tu¬ 
mults  have  lately  ha|'»^aeiu*cl  in  Hungary, 
owing  to  the  cxcclVivc  dcarnefs  of  bring 
and  prorilions. 

'J'hey  write  from  Dantzick,  that  the 
agents  of  his  Prulfian  maielty  are  inde¬ 
fatigable  in.  fettling  the  all'airs  of  that 
city.  The  Eaglilh  and  Dutch  merchants 
have  fent  a  petition  to  Berlin.  An  anf- 
wer  to  wliich  is  to  be  returned  the  rolh 
of  next  month. 

They  write  from  the  Hague,  that  three 
(hips  of  war  and  fome  tranfports  are 
now  getting'  ready  in  thcTcxel,  and  will 
focii  fail  with  troops,  6cc.  on  board,  for 


the  Eafl-Indies,  fome  difagreeabic  newi 
having  been  lately  receiveil  from  thenck. 

By  letters  from  Turin  we  learn,  that 
his  Sardinian  niajefty  is  now  confined  to 
his  chamber,  at  the  p.Uacc  of  Veiieria, 
and  is  thought  to  be  pad  recovery. 

Advices  from  Paris  mention,  that  t6e 
troubles  t)f  that  capital  have  not  as  yet 
fubfided,  but  every  day  affords  frcih 
matter  for  their  iturreafe. 

By  letters  from  Madrid  we  learn,  that 
atlviccs  have  lately  been  received  of  a 
dangerous  infurrcdion  in  one  of  the’ 
Spanilli  fettlcmcnts  iu  the  Philippine 
illands.  \ 

By  the  returns  which  haare,  within 
thefe  few  dayi-,  been  fcr.t  home  fn»m 
the  ilLind  of  St  Vintcent,  it  appears  that 
no  lefs  tl'ian  one  lialf  of  the  14th  regt- 
meiii,  that  were  ordered  out  to  that  in- 
hofpitablc  region,  have  died  of  the  cli¬ 
mate,  without  having  ever  fecn  the  face 
of  their  formidable  enemy. 

Stqufl  of  the  Debates  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  on  the  Expedition  to  St 
Vincent.  [p-  ?8i*} 

Col.  Barre. — The  worthy  alderman, 
as  an  Englilh  merchant,  is  very  juftly 
nUrmed  for  the  honour  of  the  Brit ilh 
flag,  and  I  think  the  enquiry  cannot  be 
brought  on  at  a  more  proper  time  than 
the  prt  *  nt.  I  am  Hire  thc.honourablC' 
gentleman  oppofite  to  me  (Mr-Town^ 
lend)  will  not  abandon  it,  and  I  think  it 
peculiarly  behoves  adminifiration  to  virv 
dicate  themfelvts.  If  they  are  jnftifiablc 
in  what  they  have  done,  it  is  their  duty, 
as  well  as  intcreft,  to  finiih  the  bufinclf  ” 
at  once,  if  they  cannot  jiiftify  them- 
felves,  then,  Sir,  it  is  the  duty  of  thi# 
houfe  to  probe  the  foul  tranfai^tion*  to 
thr  bottom.  But,  unhappily  we  arc 
reduced  from  the  lofty  (train  of  loud 
renionflrance,  to  the  infigniftcance  of 
foft  murmuring  !  Where  is  the  Britifti 
fpirit  gone?  Sir,  the  noble  lord  in  office 
h IS  given  in  (pardon  me  if  1  fay)  an  im* 
perfect  account.  An  honourable  gen-, 
tleman  (Mr  Richard  VVhitw’orth)  alfurei 
you,  that  the  Caribbs  are  in  arms.  Will 
any  of  you  pretend  to  fay  they  are  not 
in  the  right  ?  No'!  they  are  fighting  for 
liberty,  and  every  Englilh  heart  muft  ap¬ 
plaud  them.  In  times  of  profound 
peace,  our  troops  that  bravely 

fraught,  and  bravely  conqtiered*  arc  fent 
at  the  worft  feafon  of  the  year,  uJipravi- 
ded,  to  attack  a  handful  of  men,  the 
natives  of  the  ifland;  who  have  done  you 
no  injury*  One  of  thofc  reginicnti  I 
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fiad  the  honour  to  fcrve  in  fourteen  or 
hlk'tn  yciirs;  and  if  it  is  a  reflection  on 
irn*  tor  having  a ^iarticular  affection  for 
tlut  regiment,  1  accept  the  charge,  and 
think  live  crime  is  no  ihihonour  to  me. 
Sir,  that  regiment  is  miferably  reduced;, 
nor  is  that  attention  paid  to  our  troops 
on  that  fcrvice  *A'hiclt  they  merit.  Sure¬ 
ly,  Sir,  they  have  the  ‘firft  claim  to  pre¬ 
ferment.  They  have  chearfully  gone 
forth  to  meet  the  enemy,  and  like  fol- 
hazarded  their  lives.  They  arc 
noyHentenced  to  linger  out  the  remain¬ 
der  of  their  days  in  the  Weft* Indies, 
and  lofe  what  is  dearer  to  them  than 
their  lives  (for  life  is  nothing  to  a  fol- 
<hei )  their  conftitution.  Sir,  the  gover¬ 
nor  in  one  of  the  illands,  in  order  to 
celebrate  the  anniverlary  of  his  fovc- 
rnem’s  birth-day,  ordered  the  garrlfon 
under  arms,  but  paying  the  proper  com¬ 
pliment  to  the  commanding  fca-oflicer, 
a  heavy  Ihower  of  rain  fell  in  the  inte¬ 
rim  ;  this  men,  two  thirds  of  them  were 
taken  ill,  and  one  fourth  of  them  pe¬ 
rilled  ! — If  they  live  to  return,  they  re¬ 
turn  to  ftarve  upon  the  pitiful  iiitercft  or 
pay  of  their  coinmiflions.  I  knew.  Sir, 
a  worthy  and  deferving  officer  as  ever 
wore  a  fword ;  I  knew  him  deferving  of 
jr^ferment,  and  when  the  majority  was 
vacant  in  his  regiment,  recommended 
him  to  the  fecretary  at  war  and  com¬ 
mander  in  chief.  From  the  former  I 
hail  indeed  little  to  expeCt  ;  I  had  no 
«t'd.vour8  to  afk  nor  expeCt  of  him ;  but 
to  the  commander  in  chief,  1  mentioned 
this  officer  as  a  man  of  merit.  J  knovr. 
Sir,  that  in  a  great  nation  like  ours,  it  is 
impoffible  to  provide  for  every  man  of 
merit;  but  lihall  ever  think  it  my  duty 
to  keep  a  lift,  and  point  out  to  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  in  office,  at  leaft  while  I  have  the 
honour  to  be  in  the  fcrvice,  thofe  who 
do.  This  officer.  Sir,  not  with  ftanding 
his  claim  of  vterit  feniority^  had 
cot  the  other  ineJiiT?iable  qualification 
of  MO  KEY,  therefore  a  younger  officer 
was  put  over  his  head. 

Lord  Barrington. — I  beg  pardon  of 
the  houfc  for  troubiing  of  them  ;  but  I 
with  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
have  explained  himfclf.  As  to  the  offi¬ 
cer,  I  believe  he  alludes  to  the  3*^  *“^1?** 
ment.  I  remember  the  circumftance, 
and  I  own  1  cannot  jnftify  it.  If  I  mif- 
take  not,  the  matter  w'as  mentioned  to 
the  commander  in  chief.  '  I  recollc<ft 
tH?t  another  officer  purchafed,  but  he 
was  in  the  fame  regiment.  He  could 
fjot,  indeed,  go  out  to  the  Wcftdndici; 


and  we  indulged  him  lettingJbim  change 
with  a  half- pay  major, who  would  readily 
go  out  to  the  regiment.  With  refpcift  to 
the  raiments  at  St  Vincent’s,  and  the 
propriety  of  that  meafurc,  that  matter 
w'ill  be  argued  hereafter,  peneral  Gage 
fent  from  America  two  regiments  with 
tents,  &c.  All  thofe  neceflarics  accom¬ 
panied  the  6th  regiment  from  Plymcuith ; 
and  if  they  fiiui  them  neceflary  at  St 
Vincent’s,  they  will  be  nfed ;  if  not,  they 
will  be  forwarded  to  general  Gage.  I 
am  fure  vcr)-cogent  reafons  will  be  given 
for  the  expedition  to  St  Vincent’s;  and 
nothing  but  cogent  reafons  can  juftify 
fiich  a  mcafure.  laded  only  miniftcri- 
ally.  The  fecretary  of  ftnte  demanded 
affiftance  to  be  fent.  I  remonftrated  Ip 
him  (if  the  honourable  gentleman  likes 
that  word)  that  it  was  a  bad  feafon  of  the 
year,  and  it  would  endanger  the  troops. 
IJc  anfwcrcd,  the  neceffity  (*f  it  juftified 
the  meafure,  and  the  men  muft  be  fent. 
If  T  refufed,  I  muft  have  refigned,  and 
Uohjftel  Barre  interrupting  himsfoft^ 
ly  faid^  “  and  that  you  would  not 
do”)  1  am  very  clear  that  cogent  rea- 
lons  will  be  given  for  this  mcafure. 

Colonel  Barre. — I  only  rife  to  beg  par¬ 
don  of  the  noble  lord,  and  acknowledge 
my  error ;  I  really  take  fliame  to  myfelf 
for  hurrying  him  into  this  confufion  and 
difficulty.  As  to  the  mrftakc,  though 
he  has  his  doubts,  I  hope  the  houfe  will 
dilcover  it  in  his  ffiftimbing  the  refped- 
able  allies  of  the  dead.  1  am  far  from 
prefling  him  too  clofely;  but  he  fays  that 
the  fecretary  of  ft  ate  ordered  him  I  per¬ 
haps  the  noble  lord  is  atrrfe  upon  thofe 
qccafions  to  NEOATrvEs;  out  Tam 
told,  that  in  the  War- office,  no  man  is 
more  capable  of  whifpering  in  a  foft^ 
complatfant^  and  eajfy  manner.  No! 
than  his  lordftiip— I  wilh  he  would  now 
and  then  mufter  up  courage  to  fay  No  f 
like  a  man,  upon  more  important  occa- 
fions.  1  think  be  has,  with  very  few  in¬ 
tervals,  contrived,  by  an  admirable  dex¬ 
terity,  known  only  tohimfdf,  to  be  cm- 
loycd  fixteen  or  feventeen  years,  and 
y  this  time  I  fhould  fuppoAr  he  is  at 
leaft  HALF  a  foldicrhimfeif.  Hcfhould 
feel  for  the  honour  trf  the  fcrvice,  and 
not  devote  troops,  who  have  ferved  in 
the  war,  to  deftruttion,  luipitied,  in  the 
Weft  Indies;  but  he  a<fts  only 
rially  ;  and  he  fays,  if  he  refufes^  he 
muft  refign,and,  difagreeable  as  the  one 
may  be  to  bia  lordihip,  the  other  isinfi^ 
nitcly  more  fo. 

Lord  Barriogtoo.-^If  the  hooourtU^ 


Alt-  Thk  weekly  magazine,  or 
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grntVman  will  recoiled,!  informed  him 
that  1  remonjiraicii  to  the  IVcretary  of 
flalt,  and  that  thr  realms  aliedged  for 
the  extraordinary  mtafure  wa?  nectjity, 
Tliofe  reaions,  1  am  ptrJuaded,  will  be 
j;iv(  n  to  the  houfe  on  a  future  day. 

Mr  T  homas  Townlend. — The  noble 
lord,  1  nmcn'.bcr,  fonie  time  pjft,  in.- 
foJivied  iLs  tnere  was  no  fnch  thing  as  a 
cabiiu  t  ctnindl,  and  now  he  cmplains 
th.it  the  cabinet  doors  are  rtint  agatnft 
him  !  He  ail'urts  us  that  if  he  revises 
the  orders  of  a  icert'ary  t»f  hate,  he  mnft 
quit  oflice,  which  to  him  I  ha*e  no  doubt 
is  the  mot!  painful  thing  imaginable. 
In  this  cafe,  the  ferretary  at  w’ar  has 
only  to  receive  orders,  bow'  and  obey, 
hov'tver  repugn  n:t  they  may  be  to  the 
honour  cf  the  fervice.  Sir,  I  hope  we 
jiiall  know'  on  b^rne  future  day  thofe  co¬ 
gent  reafons  whicli  jufiify  a  cruel  out- 
r.ige  againft  humanity.  Such  a  Ipirit  of 
gaming  is  gone  loith,  that  I  albert,  Sir, 
me  ripacity  of  the  planters  in  St  Vin- 
c  lilt's  is  lu ally  Connected  w  ith  that  rage 
H-r  making'  of  fortunes  by  the  moll  de- 
ItriicTbe  mean^  w  hich  gave  fneh  a  lh«>ck 
to  inibjic  ciefiit  in  the  ccurle  of  laft 
fnmnicr,  and  fi'me  dtp  ilioidd  be  takni 
lo  lirr.it  their  dangerous  ambition,  and 
lir.coinmon  avarice. 

Ml  Wellbore  Kllis. — 1  hear  much  of 
the  humanity  and  brncfict  nce  of  gentle- 
II. on  in  this  houle  for  the  Caraib.s  and 
fohliiry,  blit  not  a  wnd  for  the  poor 
plantoi  s,  w  ho  h.ave  qnirtid  their  country 
M'.d  fiiends,  and  at  a  great  expenee  pur- 
chafed  plantations  of  the  public.  Thole 
pci'pk  are  intitled  to  prottclion  abb, 
and  it  is  the  duty  of  govimment  to  alFift 
them  with  trixips  when  Ihcir  properly 
is  in  danger. 

Lord  r.eorge  Germ.iinc. — I  am  afto- 
iiUhtd,  Sir,  to  liear  an  honourable  gentle¬ 
man  complain  that  the  planters  aie  not 
fi.lhcltnlly  protedtd.  Heforethis  expe¬ 
dition,  they  had  fix  battalions;  and  w  ill 
^oiy  gentleman  prctcMid  to  fay,  that  hx 
KUt  dions  are  not  ganifon  enough  for 
them  1  1  have  authority  to  albert,  tliat 
the  whole  number  v\'  the  Caribhs  docs 
not  amount  to  50c  men,  yet  w  e  are  lend¬ 
ing  regiment  alter  leginunt  to  facriticc, 
bunt  down,  and  dePiroy  thofe  nnlbr- 
tnn.ate  people  !  Sir,  ]  never  was  in  that 
country,  but  the  climate.  Jam  told,  is 
exceedingly  bad.  1  am  told.  Sir,  that  if 
cur  men  are  exnofcd  one  night  to  the 
weather  they  will  ]>erilh.  One  eompaign 
wcuid  ioc'itably  deftroy  our  troops; 


and  let  me  tell  you.  Sir,  that  as  men  are 
fo  fcarce  to  be  had,  w'e  Ibould  not  be  fo 
lavilh  of  them.  I  recoller^  a  circum- 
fiance  that  happened  to  i«ie  of  our  Ihips 
of  w  ar  (the  Phoenix)  on  her  arriral  at  St 
ViiiceiiHs;  the  captain  was  civilly  invited 
on  Iborc  by  the  governor;  the  boat  that 
carried  him  on  Ihorc  had  feven  hands, 
and  out  of  the  feven  fix  returned  on 
board  Tick,  and  died.  After  that,  an  of¬ 
ficer  and  nine  men  went  on  Ihorc  to 
guard  the  water  calks,  and  feven  of  them 
died.  Such,  Sir,  is  the  climate  thaWe 
are  fending  our  troops  to.  T  he  twoV- 
giments  which  the  noble  lord  fays  ^ 
fcjit  from  North- America  have  tents; 
but  thofe  tents.  Sir,  cannot  prelervc  the 
men  from  exceflivc  heats  and- damps! 
and  wearc  dtllri.ying  our  men  without 
a  certainty  of  being  able  to  recruit  them.  > 
Men  are  fo  fcarce,  from  the  contiaual 
drains  of  army  and  navy,  and  coloniza¬ 
tion,  that  1  am  affiired  we  ihall  foon,  un- 
lels  fome  remedy  is  adopted,  be  in  a  mi- 
lerablc  fituation.  Bcfidcs,  what  encou¬ 
ragement  have  men  to  enter  in  the  fer¬ 
vice?  to  live,  pardon  me,  to  ftarve  upon 
6d.  a- day  I  The  foldiers  pay  fince  the 
full  inftituticn  of  an  army  has  never  been, 
railed;. the  cfiScers  has  repeatedly,  but 
the  foldiers  never  !  No,  Sir,  in  the  fa¬ 
mous  T'yrcne  rebellion,  in  Ireland,  when 
the  Spaniards  landed  in  that  country,  the 
foldier  had  6d.  per  day,  and  now,  no't- 
withllandiiig  the  great  difference  in  the 
tw’o  period-,  and  dearre  s  of  provifions, 
they  have  no  more.  Indeed,  Sir,  I  .'wa* 
artoniOud  h»^w’  they  live;  and, confider- 
ing  our  fituation,  I  think  we  oughtto  be 
extremely  caurioiis  how  we  employ  our 
troops;  and  1  hope,  as  the  noble  lord 
allures  iis  they  can,  that  the  fecrctaries 
ol  Hate  will  furnilh  us  with  thofe  c^gefit 
reaions  which  could  render  fuch  a  (laugh¬ 
ter  of  men,  and  wafte  of  public  n*»»>ney, 
m  cefl'ary  in  a  time  of  profound  peace.  * 
Pi  oceedings  in  the  Honfe  o  fCemiMons 
on  Thurjday  the 

On  Thurfday,  after  the  other  bufinefs 
of  the  day  was  gone  through,  Mr  alder-' 
man  Harley  made  a  iTtotion,  that  he. 
might  l  ive  leave  to  bring  up  a  report 
from  the  fecret  committee  ;  which  wa4* 
agreed  to  and  read  by  the  clerk,  t>f  which 
the  following  arc  the  grand  outline?; 
'bhat  the  leading  objcdls  for  appointing 
the  fecrct  committee  were,  to  inquire  in¬ 
to  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  Eaft-Indw 
company,  as  well  in  England  as  in  their 
prcfidencics  abroad,  ip  refpcdl  of  tbctf  ^ 
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debts,  credits  and  cftcas,  and  to  report 
the  fame  to  this  houfe  with  all  convenient 
diipatch;  that  conformably  to  thote  in- 
llrudions,  they,  thought  it  ncceflary  to 
di\idc  the  report  into  two  periods;  the 
fi  ft  rtfixrdingthe  immediate  ftate  of  the 
company, commencing  the  day  their  in¬ 
quiry  began,  and  including  the  current 
half  year,  that  is,  from  the  firll  day  of 
December  1772,10  the  fecond  of  March 
1773 ;  the  other  the  general  ftatc  of  the 
company’s  affairs  after  that  day  in  Eng- 
lai^  and  clfewhere.  The  credits  in  the 
fiyTaccount  amounted  to  near  i  ,700,000!. 
and  the  debts,  2,300,000!.  which  left  a 
balance  of  above  500,000 1.  In  the  fccond 
account  the  credits  were  5,600,000 1.  and 
the  debts  7,000,000  1.  and  odd  hundred 
thoufand  pounds,  which  produced  ano¬ 
ther  balance  againft  the  company  of  a- 
bv)ut  1,500,000!.  that  the  whole  of  the 
Eaft-India  company’s  effeds  in  India, 
and  elfewhere,  including  thofe  Boating 
on  the  fea,  their  goods  in  their  ware- 
houfes  abroad,  their '  bullion,  military 
(lores,  plate,  cattle,  flaves,  lands,  &c.  a- 
mounted  to  6,000,000 1.  and  their  debts 
to  2,000, ocol.  that  they  found  another  ac¬ 
count  in  the  company’s  books,  which 
they  could  not  pretend  to  decide  on; 
but  reported  it  to  the  houfc,  as  they 
found  it  ftated;thati8  afum  of  3,000,000!. 
moftly  laid  out  ftnee  the  year  1757  on 
fortifications,  and  that  chiefly  in  Bengal.  • 
That  the  amount  of  the  territorial  reve¬ 
nue,  was  near  3,000,000 1.  and  that  the 
next  ftep  the  committee  intended  to  take 
was  to  Inquire  into  the  prefent  (late  and 
management  of  it.  As  foon  as  the  re¬ 
port  was  read,  which  was  a  prodigious 
long  one,  no  lefs  than  above  two  hun¬ 
dred  different  fums  being  dated  in  it,  Mr 
Jenkinfon  n«adc  a  motion,  that  the  re¬ 
port  might  lie  on  the  table  to  be  perufed 
by  the  members,  on  which  Mr  Dempftcr 
rofe,and  remarked,  that  it  was  very  un¬ 
fortunate  for  the  diredors,  or  more  pro¬ 
perly  fpcaking  for  the  proprietary,  that 
the  committee  had  not  been  an  open  one, 
fucb  as  were  members  would  have  it  in 
their  power  to  explain  many  things,  and 
be  the  means  of  enforcing  others;  that 
in  particular,,  they  would  never  have 
confented  to  have  credited  the  company 
in  a  particular  article  for  only  28,000!. 
due  to  them  from  the  crown,  when  it  is 
notorious  that  their 'demand  is  above 
160,000 1.  and  as  a  proof  of  it,  they  have 
ref u  led  to  receive  the  former  fum,  tho*  . 
it  has  Iain  io  the  treafury  for  a  confidcr- 


able  time ;  that  if  he  chofc  to  takc^  up  the 
time  of  the  houfc,  he  could  point  out 
many  other  defeds  in  the  report,  but 
ibould  only  obferve  upon  one,  which 
was,  that  vaft  fum  expended  upon  the 
fortifications  in  Bengal,  and  other  parts 
of  India  bcfidcs;  that  no  fort  of  notice* 
was  taken  of  the  territorial  revenue  in 
the  account  now  before  us.  Mr  Jenkin- 
fon  replied  to  this,  that  by  the  prefent 
Hate  of  the  company’s  affairs  it  was  evi¬ 
dent,  that  the  greatefl  difpatch  was  ne- 
ceffary,  which  could  never  be  fo  effedu- 
ally  maintained  as  by  a  fecret  committee; 
that  as  to  the  objedlion  againft  the  cre¬ 
dit  of  28,000!.  there  were  two  knfwers, 
either  of  them,  fingly,  fufficient  to  over¬ 
throw  it ;  that  is,  that  it  was  the  fpecific 
fum  granted  anil  appropriated  by  par¬ 
liament  for  that  purpofc  ;  and  that  by  a 
note  from  the  treafury  it  appears,  that 
col.  Monfon,  when  examined  by  that 
board,  was  opinion  that  28,000!.  w'as  a 
full  compeniation  to  the  company  for 
their  demand.  As  to  the  complaint  a- 
gainft  the  committee,  for  that  part  of  the 
repi>rt  relative  to  the  fortifications,  they 
did  not,  nor  could  not  w'ell  pretend  to 
decide  on  it,  but  reported  the  matter 
faithfully  as  it  appeared  to  them,  and 
therefore  left  it  to  the  confideration  of 
the  boufe. 

He  concluded  by  faying,  it  was  impof- 
fible  that  any  thing  could  be  determined 
on  concerning  the  terriorial  revenue  till 
it  was  firft  inquired  into;  and  that  he 
•believed,  when  the  honourable  gentle¬ 
man  recolledcd  the  concluding  part  of 
the  prefent  report,  he  would  Ik  convin¬ 
ced  be  had  no  occafion  to  offer  any 
thing  on  that  head.  Mr  Huffey  faid, 
that  the  report  in  general  was  very  fatif- 
/adlorily  and  clearly  ftated,  but  that  he 
was  furprifed  to  hear  nothing  mention¬ 
ed  relative  to  the  tyranny  and'  rapacity 
of  the  company’s  fervants  in  India;  to 
which  Mr  Harley  replied,  that  thofe 
were  by  no  means  the  objects  of  the 
prefent  inquiry ;  that  the  immediate  dif- 
trefles  of  the  company,  and  a  fpeedy  re¬ 
lief,  were  what  the  committee  had  prin¬ 
cipally  in. view;  and  that’ in  the  courfe 
of  their  inquiry,  if  any  inftance  of  mal- 
verfation  or  delinquency  fhould  appear, 
they  would  take  care  to  report  if  writh 
fidelity,  and  without  any  degree  of  par¬ 
tiality  to  any  man.  The  motion  was 
then  read  a  fecond  time,  and  agreed  to. 

Ycftcrday  the  Eaft-India  comp^my’t, 
petition  was  taken  into  confideration; 
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Mr  Impcy  and  Mr  Adair  attended  as 
count'd,  and  fpoke  for  near  tliree  hours ; 
Mr  Wilkes,  one  of  the  witneli'es  who 
had  been  ordered  to  alteiui,  was  then 
called  in  and  exainined.  Mr  lioole,  Mr 
Toi'key,  and  Mr  l^atocllcs,  were  next 
examined;  alter  which  the  evidence 
doled,  and  Mr  Dempller  got  up  and  be- 

the  debate;  in  wliicli  lord  Clive, 
Mr  Hurke,  and  feveral  other  members 
tnoke.  At  half  pad  eleven  at  night  the 
lioufe  divided,  whether  the  Eall-India 
TCltr.iining  bill  Inould  be  read  ;  wlien 
\lie  nuir.bejs  were  153  for  the  ttiird 
reading,  2*^  againft  it. 

b.imc  day  the  above  bill  was  carried 
\ip  U)  the  houfe  of  lords  for  their  con¬ 
currence,  where  it  was  read  a  firC,  fe¬ 
cund,  and  third  time,  and  fummonf--, 
were  immediately  iffued  out  for  the 
houfe  to  meet  again  on  Monday,  when 
hiS  mrdelty  will  go  to  the  houfe  to  tign 
the  E>ii>  India,  land  tax,  and  other  bills 
tiiat  will  ttien  be  ready. 

Prizfj^  drawm  in  the  State  Lot- 

TtRY  from  50 1.  and  upwards. 


L.  1  No. 


3;, .-'54  -  20,000 

Yo,,v';  -  --^2 

;F4  -  1500 

';,ioo  -  1000 


:>,oco  520 
2000.  34,S83 
2  3.0  !  35/^34 
1  000  1  29,100 
1000  I  2,045 


^,649  -  41,623 - 500 

43,240  -  TOGO 

Prizes  of  lool. 

2/.36  16,383  4,9^9  *4,653  ^.303 

5i'57i  54.487  58,811  39,813 
56,047  29,60''  51,880  46,252  18,317 
57,091  23,232  30,660  6,cc6  36,624 
j  1.3.5  2.052  53,135  24,948  46,691 

46,106  56,666  33,643  17,465  25,987 
Prizes  of  50 1. 

50,247  21,097  34,795  51,829  43,054 

55,225  17,796  6,572  19,;8o  13.276 

53,397  14,434  24,892  5i,/>*5  55,995 
58,983  3  2/i;o  4^,292  2,64g  47,4c6 

5  7v'6i  49,764  52,154  42,255  41,646 
29,998  40,355  12,019  22,766  55,360 
57,483  14,102  14.315  55’405  27,636 
2,996  15.468  7»6i8  13,769  24,279 

34,624  19,075  33,727  24,484  29,648 
12,197  6,480  46,978  4,23s  28,271 
77,715  17.756  15.602  49,535  3^,696 
3,763  36,291  29,920  40,582  4,273 

.19,997  10,8 ’8  54,126  25,330  50,356 
26,426  36,868  59.530  48,620 
Por!jh:c/uth^  Dec,  i6.  “  Laft  night 
there  were  intercepted  and  detained  by 
t.he  cfiiccrs  of  the  cuftoras  at  Spithcad, 


w’khin  the  limits  of  the  port'of  Portf- 
mouth,  three  wherry  loads  of  king’s 
(tores,  coiiiifting  of  canvas,  nails,  and 
colours  made  of  bunting,  all  new,  which 
had  been  ftolen  out  of  his  raajefty’s 
dock -yard  at  this  port ;  and  ytfltrday 
there  was  difeovered,  by  an  officer  of 
the  cuftorns,  is  a  liable  belonging  to  an 
inn  at  Gv>fport,  a  large  quantity  of  new 
nails* the  property  of  the  crown, icaeted 
under  fomc  Itraw.” 
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Edinburgh,  Decembeji  24. 

Extrad  of  a  letter  from  Dumfries^ 

Dec..!"],  ,  .  . 

“  On  the  27th  ult.  a  youngman,  named . 
Williainlbn,  fet  oiit  from  this  place  to. 
fee  his  friends  at  Leadhilb  ;  but,  to  the 
great  grief  of  bis  parents  and  relations,.* 
he  was  found  dead  next  morning  within 
half  a  mile  of  bis  father’s  houfe  He  had  • 
been  fliifiing  his  ftockings,  and  had  only 
gevt  one  of  them  put  on ;  the  other  being 
found  in  his  pc»cl.tt.  It  is  thought  that 
his  being  ovei  heated,  and  then  expofed 
to  the  cold,  had  occaiioued  his  death.  • 

“  Yefterday  ie’eo  night,  about  two 
miles  below  this  place,  as  a  iailor  was 
calling  his  anchor,  he  unluckily  fell  over¬ 
board,  and  was  du*writd.” 

They  write  from  Glafgtwv,  that,  on  S.i-  ‘ 
tvrday  feVn  Dight,a  woman  wasittack- 
td,  uear.Langloan-toll,  by  a  woman  and-, 
two  men:  rhe  worr^an  demanded  her  • 
money,  v/hich  flic  gave  up,  being  only 
tcnpence  halfpenny :  fire  .then  pulled  off 
her  cloak,  and  began  to  (trip  ner  of  her 
gown  ;  but  I'ome  carters  luckily  coming 
lorward  iu  the  mean  time,  ti .  men  Uiok 
*  to  their  heels  and  cfcapcd ;  the  carters  > 

.  overtook  the  vagrant  woman,  and  obli-. 

ged  her  to  give  the  other  her  cloak,  but^ . 
.  fuficred  litr  to  elcapc,  after  giving  hert  . 
little  fevere  correction  with  their  whips. 

In  the  night  betwixt  the  14th  and  iftU  • 
i  ot  Decen^^r  current,  the  Jioulc  of  Mrs 
Gillleii  in  St  Ninian’s  was  broke  into,  by 
laxldcring  a  window,  and  nine  watches^ 
carried  away.  Same  night,  three  pair  of 
ferge  blanket  ',  and  a  pair  of  (lieets,  were 
taken  out  of  the  houfe  of  James  Forman  t 
inn  keeper  in  St  Ninian’s,  by  breakine  in , 
at  a  high  wrr.dow  .Likcw  ifeapairof  Wan- 
krts  was  floU  n  out  of  the  yard  of  jamet 
Thoinfon  fieflier  in  St  Ninian’s,  which* 
had  been  left  out  cver-night;  and  thf 
ciiaife-houfe  at  Mr  VVordic’s,  adjoinip^ 


to  the  weft  end  of  the  town,  was  broke, 
.'!!)(!  the  harnefs  of  a  tim  whi&ie,  or  a 
lingle  horfe  chaife,  cut,  and  moftly  car- 
n\il  away,  with  the  blue  and  white  lilk 
covering  of  the  chaifc. 

A  few  days  ago,  fome  villains  got  into 


cur  to  every  thinking,  well  difpofed  per- 
foii.  It  id  to  be  wiftied  that  their  laud¬ 
able  example  may  be  followed  I))- others. 

A  gentleman  in  North-Lcith  having, 
for  Several  Sundays  paft,  miffed  money 
out  of  his  drawers,  to  the  amount  of 


the  chitrch  of  Whitburn  by  a  window’,  is  I.  fterling;  and  being  greatly  at  a  lofa 
and  dole  away  the  cloath  which  covered  to  account  for  it,  rcfolved  laft  Siinclay  to 


the  pulpit. 

Laft  week  fome  forged  notes,  done  in 
imitation  of  the  twenty  fliillings  notes  of 
Doughs,  Heron,  and  Co.  were  offered  in 
payment  at  Aberdeen,  and  were  ftopped 
by  Uic  perfons  to  whom  they  were  of¬ 
fset!. 


ftay  from  church,  in  order  to  try  if  he 
could  catch  tlie  thief;  for  which  purpofe 
he  concealed  himfclf  in  a  ftair  hard  by 
his  houfe,  where  he  could  have  a  view  of 
it  without  being  difeovered,  when,  after 
the  laft  l)ell  for  afternoon’s  fervice  was 
rung,  he  faw  Alexander  Smith,  fon  to 


^On  Saturday  laft  w’as  brought  to  A-  Robert  Smith,  weaver  in  North-Leith, 
budeen  from  Rinff,  and  committed  to  open  one  of  the  windows,  and  go  into 
prifon,  by  warr.mt  of  lord  jufticc  clerk,  the  houTc.  He  immediately  apprehenef- 
J(  hn  Gordon,  fome  time  felidentcr  in  cd  the  rogue;  and  it  coming  out, .upoi> 
G.irbely,  in  the  parifti  of  Dundurcus  and  examination,  thaP  he  h.ad  given  7  L.  of 
ftlire  of  Moray,  who  wa«  fcntcnccd  by  ^  the  money  to  one  Charles  Bruce,  weaver 
tlie  jnfticiary  coift  at  Edinburgh  upon  in  North-Lcith,  he  was  alfo  apprehend- 
the  2ift  of  July  1767,  to  be  executed  at  ed.  They  were  both  committed  to  the 
Aberdeen  upon  the  nth  of  Septenober  prifon  of  Leith,  and,  upon  application  to 
thtrcafier,  fi>r  horfe-fiealing. — He  ob-  the  fhenff,  were  removed  from  theiicc 


lained  his  majefty’s  pardon,  upon  condi¬ 
tion  of  banhhiT>g  himfelf  From  Britain  in 
fifty  days  after  being  liberated,  and  is 
now  to  be  fent  from  Iheriff  to  fheriff  to 


to  the  tolbooth  of  this  city  on  Wednef- 
day  night. 

On  TneftJay  Margaret  Copland,  fer- 
vant  to  a  gentleman  in  I^ith,  was  com- 


Edinbnrgh,  up<m  the  application  of  the  mitted  to  the  tolbooth  of  this  cfty,  by 
lord  advt>cale,  in  order  to  have  the  fane-  warrant  of  the  ffieriff,  oh  fufpicton 
tion  of  the  faid  remitlion  put  in  force  having  ftolc  feveral  things  belonging  to 
againft  him,  which  is  to  be  executed  at  the  family. 

Aberdeen^  in  terms  of  the  former  fen-  On  Friday  morning  laff,  one  Robert 
tence.  Dickfon,  a  boy  about  fifteen  years  of 


On  SuPKlay  laft,  one  of  the  hands  bc^ 
longing  to  the  Annabella,lBonncr,  of  A- 
I^erdcen,  fell  overboard  in  the  vityagc 
from  London  to  Sunderland,  and  unfor¬ 
tunately  perffhed. 

On  Sunday  te’en- night,  a  poor  w’o- 
man’s  houfe,  in  the  parifti  of  Belhclvie, 
W’as  broke  open  in  her  abfence,  and  rob- 
b-d  of  deaths,  a*  d  every  thing  that 
could  be  carried  oft*. — Same  night,  about 
ten  o’clock,  a  blackfmitii’s  (hop  in  the 
fame  parith  was  broke  open,  and  robbed 
of  a  ferew  plate,  a  pair  of  piftols,  all  hfs 
moulds  for  brafiery  work,  and  a  number 
of  other  articles.  Both  thefc  are  fuppo- 
fcd  to  have  been  done  bv  two  flout 


having  ftolc  fevcral  things  belonging  to 
the  family. 

On  Friday  morning  laft,  one  Robert 
Dickfon,  a  boy  about  fifteen  years  of 
age,  was  found  in  the  outer  parliament- 
houfe,  concealed  under  the  lord  ordinaJ- 
ry’s  chair,  with  fundry  articles  he  had 
ftolen,  the  night  before,  from  the  fin’all 
(hops  in  the  entry  to  that  houfe.  Hd 
confeffed  the  fa^  upon  examinatibfi,  and 
was  committed  to  prifon*. 

On  Monday  the  landlords  and  landla¬ 
dies  of  two  hmifcs  of  bad  fame  in  thii  ' 
city,  were  examined  before  the  magi- 
ftrates,  whefi  it  appearing,  that  the  com¬ 
pany  rcfortfng  to  their  houfes  had  of 
late  been  very  riotous,  they,  rather  thati 
run  the  rifk  of  a  profecution,  which  was 
threatened,  chofc  voluntarily  fo  enadf- 
Ihemfelves  fn  the  council- books,  tb  leavd 


young  fellows,  who  were  feen  lurking,  the  city  and  liberties  for  ever.  At  th^ 
about  two  o’clock  next  morning,  at  the  feme  timet  wo  grrl8,who  were  frequenters 
farm  town  of  Krir,  in  feid  pariftf.  of  one  of  the  houfe8,wcrc  fent  to  the  hoiHii 

The  prelbytery  of  Cupar  in  Fife,  at  of  corrciftion  for  three  months,  being 
their  laft  meeting,  appointed  Wcdnclday  old  offenders,  and  other  two  were  fet  at 
the  26ih  current  to  be  obfcrved  as  a  day  liberty  upon  voluntarily  enaaing  them- 
of  humiliation,  within  their  bmindi,  on  fclvcs  to  leave  the  city  and  liberties  foe 
account  of  the  bad  harveft,  and  other  ever,  it  being  the  firft  time  they  ha4 
important  reatbnSi  which  wiU  readily  oc-  been  before  the  magiftratet. 
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A  corrcfpondcnt  obfervcs,  that  the 
vcal*market  here  has  of  late  been  extra¬ 
vagantly  dear;  owing,  he  fuppofcs,  to 
the  artful  management  of  the  dealers  in 
that  article:  they  expofe  but  very  little 
in  the  market  at  a  time,  while  they  have 
many  whole  carcafes  concealed  in  the 
cellars  and  hoiifes  adjacent.  This,  in 
particular,  was  the  cafe  at  the  end  of  lall 
week,  veal  was  fold  in  whole  quarters  at 
7d.  per  lb. — Our  correfpondent  adds, 
that  he  hopes  this  well-meant  hint  will 
be  attended  to  by  thofe  whofe  biifuiefs  it 
is  to  redify  fuch  abufes;  and  alfo,  that 
the  weights  in  all  the  markets  be  often 
examined,  as  is  the  pradice  in  London, 
and  other  well  regulated  cities. 

Theatrical  Ship  News. 

THE  Favour itCy  Admiral  Digges*,  is 
arrived  fafe  in  the  harbour, — She  lately 
met  with  abundance  of  hard  nveather 
in  S.  Lat.  and  narrowly  efcaped  being 
•vjreckeJ  in  \\\c  K\hg\  Channel ;  but 
the  Friendjhipy  Bland,  qbferving  her 
^  diftrefs,  made  to  the  Admiral’s  afliftance, 
and  brought  him  off  fafe,  to  the  joy  of 
the  whole  navy. 

The  HerOy  Fleetwood,  was  lately 
.9verfet  '\n  a  tbunder-Jicrm  ;  however, 

‘  the  captain  was  taken  up  by  his  friends, 
and  the  whole  cargo  faved. 

The  Merit y  Woods,  is  very  bufy  ta¬ 
king  hands  on  board. 

The  /’lf««^©,Wiiron,  laden  with  Nor^ 
rxjicbjbuffy  iacome  to  her  rnoor-ings, 
Tii^O^dfellp^Wy  BlilTct,  w  ho  has  been 
long  ^aoBing  .it,  w'as,  fome  time  fiuce, 
pearlfc^eiye/  in  a  ftidden  J'qualL — She 
wasjEffly  fpoke  with  by  the  Adwiraly 
♦  aIlwell* 

.  The  Inchbald,  lately  ran 

font  of  the  Admirals  Ihip  in  a  fogy 
ow'ing  to  ller  carrying  too  much  faily 
and  was  near  being  funk  :  ht>vvcver  (he 
got  off  with  fmall  damage,  and  put  into 
dock  to  refit. 

The  Indifferenty  Murden,  has  met 
with  much  foul  osseather  in  his  lafl 
cruize;  and  itii  thought  will  be  laid 
up. 

The  SyeeOy  Day,  is  gone  out  on  an 
cxpcditioti.— She  is  as  prime  a  failor . 
as  any  Ibip  of  her  burden  ;  and  it  is 
thought  will  make  a  profperous  voyage^ 
The  Salljy  Wefton,  is  going  into' 
dock, — She  is  at  prefent  in  bailajl. 

The  Juliety  Glaffington,  is  expc<5ted 
to  fail  as  foon  as  fhe  U  properly  snan^ 
med. 

Thb  end  uf  th£  El 


s  Akj^ot,  I  y 
illerXto  I  / 

nines  of 


Several  other  frigates  have  been  fit. 
ted  outy  and  neov  rigg'd;  but  it  being 
difc»'vered  that  they  were  fome  of  them 
leaky y  they  are  not  to  proceed  in  their 
voyage  till  farther  orders. 

The  Cl  lory,  Yates,  is  Ihortly^xpedcd 
'in  the  Down?. 

MARRIAGES. 

Nov.  — .  At  Gibraltar,  the  rev*  Mr 
I^ake,  one  of  the  chaplains  of  that  gar 
rifon,  to  Mifs  Anderfon  of  the  fame 
place. 

Dec.  5.  At  London,  Thomas  A^^ot, 
Efq;  of  the  royal  regiment  of  artiller\to 
Mifs  Frafer.  ^ 

.  8.  At  Greenwich,  capt.  Cummings  of 
his  majefty‘8  navy,  to  Mifs  Wallace  of 
that  place. 

8.  At  Dumfries,  Robert  Douglas  of 
Longtown,  Efq;  to, Mifs  Boyd. 

13.  At  London,  George  Poyntz  Ric¬ 

ketts,  Efq;  of  Jamaica,  to  Mifs  Watts, 
daughter  of  the  late  governor  Watts, 
wdh  a  fortune  of  20,000  1.  ,  ^  ^ 

— .  At  - ,  Duncan  M‘Donell  of 

Glengary,  Efq;  to  Mifs  Grant,  daughter 
of  Sir  Lewis  Grant  of  Dalvey,  Bart. 

DEATHS. 

Dec.  7.  At  Bifhop's  Court,  in  the  Ifle 
of  Man,  of  a  paralytic  ftroke.  Dr  Mark 
Hildelly,  lord  bilhop  of  Sodor  and  Man, 
in  the  74th  year  of  his  age. 

8.  In  Dublin,  the  earl  of  Meath. 

— .  At  Windfor,  lady  Cluttcrbuck, 
filler  of  the  late  earl  of  Dy'fart. 

9.  At  his  feat  at  Clontarf,  near  Dub¬ 
lin,  the  hon.  MrRochford,  younger  bro¬ 
ther  of  the  carl  of  Belvidere. 

10.  At  Dunham  Maffcy  in  Chclhire, 
in  the  69th  year  of  her  age,  the  right 
hon.  Mary  countefs-dowager  of  Stam¬ 
ford. 

12.  At  Little  Ealing  in  Middlefex,  Sir 
Robert  Wilmot  of  oimafton  in  Dtrby- 
Ibire,  Bart,  fecretary  to  the  earl  of  Hert¬ 
ford,  lord  chamberlain  of  his  majefty’s 
houfehold. 

14.  At  Beenham  Place, -Berks,  Tho¬ 
mas  Craven,  Efq;  rear-aidmiral  of  the 
blue,  uncle  to  lord  Craven,  and  member 
for  the  county  of  Berks. 

.  <f  Grain  at  Haddington* 

'  Dec.  18. 
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